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I 
The Antecedents 


Character and orgamsation of the Tughlig Empire 

The armies of the Delhi Sultanate first came in contact with the Deccan 
in the time of ‘Alfu’d din Khali, but the nvastons of the Deccan, either by 
‘Alau’d-din or by hus generals like Malik Kaffir, were in the nature of forays 
carried out more for the purpose of getting hold of the great wealth for which the 
Deccan was reputed, than for building up a vast empire! It was really 
Muhammad bin Tughluq who was able not merely to conquer practically the 
whole of peninsular India but also to set up a regular administration in the south. 
The provinces of his vast Empire included the southern regions consisting of 
the provinces of Déogiri (Daulatabad), Tilang, Jaynagar (Orissa), Dw arasa- 
mudra, Mathat (Maharashtra), and Kampil The name given to a province 
was Iglim(pl agalim), while an eglim was divided into madinas and shahrs (urban 
distnets) and shigs (rural districts) The governor of a province was called 
a walt, the chief officer of a shig was the shigdar who was aided by ‘ amuls or 
nazuns, while the officers in charge of sadis approximitely consisting a hundred 
villages each, were cilled Amiran-1 Sadah or Officers controlling a Hundred 2 
These Amirs were not merely revenue collectors but also fairly important 
military commanders in direct charge of local levies and while the walrs and 
the singdars were, n a Wy, hidden from the public gaze, these amiirs constituted 
the government as the people knew it It was therefore not difficult for them 
in time of emergency, to take umbrage under a certain bond of sympathy on 
the part of the generality of the public, especially when they began to smart 
under the indignities suffered by them on the rise of the new nobility created 
by the Sultan 
resarrecnions cnt. teserdeery 

The very vastness of the Empire, centred in the person of the Sultan, 
acted as a Jever to the discontent and rebellion which became a feature of 
the far-flung provinces It is an irony of circumstances that the first to 
unfurl the flag of revolt in the south was the Sultan’s own cousin, Bahau’d din 
Gurshasp, the yagirdar of Sagar, in 727/1326-7 This was followed by many 
more rebellions all over the Empire, the southern ones being centred at Bidar, 
Gulbarga, Kampiht and finally at Daulatabad It may be mentioned here that 
from the last two revolts, those at Kampil and Daulatabad, arose respectively 
the Empire of Vyayanagar and the Sultanate of the Bahmanis 


1 For the Khaljl invasions of the Deccan see above Chapter II 


2 For the Tughluq provinces see Mahdi Husain Ruse and fall of Muhammad bin 


Tughlug 90-91 224 For x resemblance between the Sadts and the medieval English 
Hundred see Bahmants Ch 1, n 10 
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It was perhaps Gurshasp’s rebellion and its initial success which convinced 
the Sulttin that 1t was necessary to have a more central capital than Delhi from 
which it would be possible to control the vast accessions to the Sultanate 
After some discussion with the arbab-1 dawal or the Advisory Councillors at 
Delhi, the Sultan selected Déogtri as the second capital of the Empire, and 
renamed it “‘ Qubbatu’l-Islim ” or the Dome of Islam But this name soon 
gave place to Daulatabad which still persists? Apart from being centrally 
located, the Daulatabad region came to have the reputation of being the home 
of a peaceful population both native and the colomst It became the haven 
of men of religion, men of the pen and men of the sword Even now the 
countrystde (with the great escarpment the sides of which touch the Ievel 
ground almost at nght angles), 1s studded with the ruims of palaces mosques 
and tombs for miles round 

Just as it was difficult for Delhi to contro! the south so it was difficult 
for Diulatibad to control the north There were rebellions and disorders 
in the north-western provinces of the Empire, in Delhi itself and m the Ganga- 
Jamna doab In the Deccin it was a matter of grave concern to the Sultan 
that it was the very amirs in whom he had placed his deepest confidence who 
were now revolting against royal authority The false news of the death of 
the Sultan while he was moving from Warangal to Daulatibad led to a very 
serious rising by Malik Héshang He was pursued by the royal army and had 
to take refuge with a Hindu raj. whose territories lay on the slopes of the 
Western Ghats He had to submit to the new Viceroy of the Deccan, Qutlugh 
Khan ind was pardoned 4 

Along with the 1ppointment of Qutlugh Khan as the royal representative 
in the Deecan came the appointment of Nusrat Khan 1s the Governor of the 
province of Tilang which was then centred at Bidar The Sultan could not 
tarry long in the Deccan as news arrived that there were almost continuous 
rebellions in the north, and he left the south reaching Delhi in July 1337 But 
he had no rest and, after quelling revolts in the north and north-west he had 
to race back to the south to face the revolt of Syed Ahsan of Kaithal whom 
he hid appointed governor of Ma‘bir and who had declared his independence 
in 734/1333-4 The Sultan had to suffer even a worse prick when the army 
whom he had sent to suppress the rebellion went over to the enemy’s camp 
He started from Delhi for the south on 9 Jamadi I, 741/31-10-1341 He 
intended to go ta Madura himself but he fell i on the way from Daulatabad 


to Warangal and had to return to Daulatabad leaving Ahsan 1s the independent 
Sultan of Ma‘bar 





3. ‘The question whether the capital was wholly shifted to Daulatibad has been discussed 
by Mahdi lusatn, op cit, Ch VI, Baran: 489 mentions a third capital, Swargadwin, 
on the Ganges, somewhere near the modern Farrukbabad yn UP 

4 Rthla If, 62 
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This successful rebellion was followed by some highly rmportant events tn 
the Deccan The Sultan hid appointed Mask Maqbilas governor of Warangal. 
But he was not left long in the control of the region and was driven away by 
Krishna Nayak? or Kapaya Nayak, who successfully asserted his independence. 
There was again, the rebellion of Harthara whose name has been ummortalised 
as the founder of the Empire of Vyayanagar He had been appointed governor 
of Bellary and a portion of the Krishna-Tungabhadra Doab by the Sultan 
some time between 1327 and 1336-7. But Harihara was too ambitious to 
remain only the governor of a Tughlug province Two of the most prominent 
of modern historians of the south say that the rebellion of Harthara was 
“essentially religious in character, and its object was the restoration of the 
Hindu dharma which had almost sunk in the Ocean of Islam 
The sage Vidydranya appears to have suggested that Harihara should surrender 
his territory to the god Viriipaksha of Hampiand thenceforward administer 
it as the agent of the god, which Harthara did’® Harshara was jomned 
by Kapaya Nayak and Ballala Déva, marched southwards and subdued 
the Tughluq province of Dwirasamudra and the Coromandal coast nght up 
to the far south The establishment of an independent Vyayanagar meant a 
new political alignment in south India 


Further Resolts in the Deccan 

The turn of Deccan proper was soon to come although the first attempts 
at its endependence were failures In 737/1336-37 Nusrat Khan, governor of 
Bidar, declared his independence, and struck coins in his name _ But he was 
forled in his attempt by the viceroy, Qutlugh Khan and sent to Delhias a priso- 
ner Thenext Deccan insurrection was far more serious In 740/1339-40, ‘Ali 
Shah Nattht, a nephew of Malik Hizbbaru’d-din Zafar Khan, once a high 
officer at the court of ‘Alau’d-din Khali, rose in rebelhon and proclaimed 
himself king at Dhartir with the title of ‘Alau’d-din ‘Ali Shah? He was 
yore oy hs Thies orotners, Viasan, Ahmed and Melnamead Bui Quito 
Khan defeated ‘Ali Shah in his own capital and sent him a prisoner to the 


Sultan who was then at Swargdwart The Sultiin exiled him to his ancestral 
home at Ghazni 


These insurrections, of which those of Madura, Warangal and Viyiya- 
Nagar were highly successful, convinced the Sultan that there as something 


3 For the identity of Krishna Nayak or Kapaya Nayak see Venkataramanayya Vyaja- 
nagara = Origut of the City and Empire, 176 See also Bahmants, Ch 2,n 28 Further’ 
Sources 1, 48 
Quotation from Further Sources, 1, 44, 45 The learned authors of the work have 
persistently taken a putely communalistic stand on the Tughlug Vyayanagar and 
la Vuyyayanagar relations See also Sri Kantayya Founders of Vuyayanagar, 


7 See ‘Isimi 463 For his coins see Rodgers, Supplement to Thomas Chromecles 
of the Pathan Kings of Delhi‘ Isimi, 463, says that his title was Malik Shah 
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inherently wrong about the Deccan administration, and perhaps the very 
nobles 11 whom he placed so much confidence were the cause of all this 
trouble He had, therefore, recourse to the expediency of creating a new 
nobility composed perhaps of men of meaner parentage but who were under 
his thumb, and appornted them to high office in his far-flung empire® But 
he failed to realise the power of the old nobles, especially the 4nuran : Sadah 
of the Deccan and Gujarat, who were practically autonomous within their 
charges and were in contact with both the townsmen and the villagers The 
exactions and the general behaviour of the new officials made the old nobility 
doubtful of their safety They carned out 1 successful revolution in 746/ 
1345-46 and created another independent kingdom in the Deccan 


Birth of a new Kingdom 


It was brought to the notice of the Sultan that, perhaps owing to 
softness on the part of Qutlugh Khan there was much dishonesty and embezzle- 
ment in the Deccan provinces These rumours were strengthened by the party 
at the court which was Jealous of the rise of the Viceroy in the estimation of 
the king The Sultan, who had sat at the feet of Qutlugh Khan when a child, 
sent a special messenger, the poet Badr-1 Chach, to the Deccan to recall Qutlugh 
to the court, and at the same time divided the southern provinces into four 
shigs or divisions assigning them to members of the new nobility The 
office of the Viceroy was now conferred upon ‘Alimu’l-Mulk  Qutlugh Khan 
had exercised control over the South by his tact 1s well as by the strength of 
his character and hid at the sime tme kept in check the turbulent Amuran-t 
Sadah ‘Alimu |-Mulk did not prove equal to the task, while the new governors 
of whom one wis ‘Aziz Khammar or *Aziz the Brewer, were so harsh that 
they made the old amirs desperite® ‘Aziz took the Mghhanded and 
unnecessiry step to call eighty mine of the tmics af Guyarat ind the Deccan 
to Dhar, ostensibly to inculcate feir in the minds of their comrades, and hid 
them all done to death The result was just the opposite to whit he expected, 
and the amirs of Daulwabad, Guyirat ind the adjoining districts were filled 


with resentment and hitred agunst a system under which the innocent were 
ground down for no fault of theirs '9 


The fuse was ignited at Dabho: where the new governor, Malik Ay4z, 
arrived in 746/1345-46 Gujarat rose in rebellion, and the new governor had 
to retreit to Naharwala The rebels captured the port of Cambay and 
murdered ‘Aziz Khimmar who had evidently come to help the new governor 


Sd 


8 This expediency might well be compared to Napoleons creation of a new nobibty 
based on tuent rather than on blood 


9 Farther Sources 1 42,where the supercession of Qutlugh Khan ts regarded as a blunder 
10 Tarant 503 
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Upset by what was happening, the Sultan himself proceeded from Delhi to 
the south on 26-9-745/31-1-1345 never to return |! 


Marching leisurely towards the south, the Sultan reached Broach in 
the beginning of 746 (about the middle of 1345) From there hesent a strong 
army against the rebels who were defeated on the Narmada, while the amirs of 
Broach were caught and beheaded He now sent two high officials to Daulat- 
abad with an order to the Viceroy, ‘Alimu’l-Mulk, to send 1500 picked troops 
and representatives of the Amuran-1 Sadah of Daulatabad to Broach The amirs 
were not willing to go, and it was with difficulty that he could persuade a few 
of them such as Taghalchin, Isma‘il Mukh, Hasan Gangit and Hisamu'd-din 
to go As night fell, the amirs held a secret conference and, deciding not to 
risk their lives by proceeding to Brovch, retraced their steps to Daulatabad 
They overpowered the Viceroy afier a struggle Jasting three days and made 
history by electing one of their party, Isma‘il Mukh as the first mdependent 
Sultan of the Deccan '* 


II 


The New Kingdom 
NASIRU'D-DIN ISMA‘IL SHAH 
September, 1346 — 3-8-1347 !3 


The amirs were wise enough to select a king as the centre of their activi- 
ties, and thus obvitte the fissiparous tendencies which had sounded the death- 
knell of previous assertions of independence Isma‘il was the senior amir of 
Daulatabad m charge of 2,000 villages, and his brother, Malik Yel Afghan 
was then in command of the royal armies mm Malwa from where help to the 
insurgents was possible in time of need 4 = On assuming sovereignty Isma‘il 
bestowed the titles of Amiru’l-Umara and Zafar Khin on the strong man of 
the canfederacy, Hasan He hasteved ta summon to Deauesthad the amass 
of Gujarat who had fied to the territory of Mandeo from the wrath of the 
Sultan, and received them and their leaders with open arms'5 There was 
still much to be done as Gulbarga was occupied by one Kundhra who 
supported the Tughlug ciuse, while both Kalyani and Sagar were in the 
occupation of the Tughluq army Zafar Khan first hurned to Sagar and 
occupied it after much fighting He was now jomed by those who had besieged 
Gulbirgi on behalf of the government of Daulatabad, and in spite of orders 
from Ism#‘il, he refused to weaken his position by sending a part of the investing 


“It did 509 
12 Ibid S14 


13 For the computation of the date of Isma iis election, see Bahmanrs Ch 2,n 56 
14 For the nomenclature “ Yel’ Ibid, n 57 
15 ‘Isim: 408 
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army to the capital The fort was captured and Zafar Khan returned to 
Daulatabad im triumph ' 


All this was a matter of the gravest concernto Muhammad bin Tughlugq, 
and he now made uphis mind to move to Daulatabadto crush the insurrection 
About this time Zafar Khan’s victorious army also arrived from Gulbarga. 
The battle was joined in the plain at the foot of Daulatabad fort and was led 
onthe Tughlug side by the Suljan himself, while fighting opposite were 
Nasiru’d din Isma‘il, ns son Khizgr Khan and Zafar Khan The battle was 
within an ace of being won by the Deccan army when one of the commanders 
fighting on Isma‘il’s side was killed by an arrow This put the army to flight 
and the defence by lsma‘il and Zafar Khan was of no avail!’ 





For the rebel government the game appeared as lost But before the 
leaders dispersed they fell on another plin of resistance It was decided that 
while Isma‘il was to defend his cipital, the other feaders, including Zafar 
Khan, should retire to their respective yagirs and defend them individually. 
It was thought that this would necessitate the dispersal of the Tughluq army 
and make it difficult for it to forgea headway But before Isma‘1l could put 
up the defence of Daulatabad Muhammad bin Tughluq had invested the great 
citadel and Isma‘il had to shut himself up in the central portion of the Fort 
called Dharakhéra He thus became a virtual prisoner in the hands of the 
Tughlug army '8 


But the occupation of the citadel by the Sultan did not last long, as he 
had to leave for Gujarat to suppress a serious insurrection there, leaving the 
unscrupulous Mahk Jauhar in charge of the stege of Dharakhéra, while Sartéz 
was commanded to oppose Zafar Khan at Gulbarga and elsewhere. Zfar 
Khan moved from one place to another orginising resistance, and was joined 
by other leaders of the insurrection like Iskandar Khan at Sagar. There he 
heard that Sartez had occupied Gulbarg? and was marching towards Daula- 
tabad Zafar Khan caught tume by the forelock, marched to the capital, 
defeated Jauhar’s advance guard, then mirched to Big and occupied it His 
army was remforced by contingents from the Raja of Tilangana, and the joint 
forces made a mass attack, completely defeating the Delhiarmy?2 Dumnng 


the fighting Sartéz was killed, and the whole army now surrendered to Zafar 
Khan 


It was now Zafar Khiin’s day He wasreceived by Isma‘il Shah, who 
was now released from his virtual unprisonment, and met the victor ten mules 
from Daulatabad Realising his own failings and the strength and popularity 

16 dhid, 5059 

17 ibid, 

18 Baran, 516, Isimt 5]2 

19 Help from Tilangana Fer, I, 206, see Venkataramanayya, Origins, 117 
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of Zafar Khan, he abdicated As the throne of the Deccan was now vacant 
“the army as well as the concourse of the people” now elected Zafar Khan 
as King with the title of ‘Alau’d-din Hasan Bahman Shah, on Friday, 24-4-748/ 
3-8-1347,7¢ 
Ill 
Establishment of the Bahmani Dynasty 
*‘ALAU'D-DIN HASAN BARMAN SHAH 
(3-8-1347 —- 11-2-1358) 

There are many stories regarding the new king’s family connections, 
the best known being Ferishta’s story that he was once the servant of one Gang 
a Brahman of Delhi, and another that he had sat at the feet of Shaikh Sir@ju’d- 
din Junaid? at Mira), and the preceptor had prophesied his kingship one day.?! 
Royal genealogists connected his family with Bahman and Isfandar of old 
Iran, (hence his sobriquet, “Bahman Shah”) Hasan was a nephew of Malik 
Hizhbaru’d-din Zafar Khan, one of the high officers of ‘ Alau’d-din Khalji. 
He had two other brothers, oneaf whom, ‘ Ali was the ane who had proclaimed 
himself king under the title of ‘ Alt Shah in 740/1339-40 but whose rebellion 
had been suppressed It ts interesting to note that Hasan was given his uncle’s 
title Zafar Khan by Nastru’d-din Isma‘il, while he adopted thetitle of ‘Alau’d- 
din in honour of the Sultan who was the patron of the whole clan 7? 


It was easy enough now to overcome the Tughluq army which was 
centered in far off Delhi, but it was more difficult to overcome internal enemies 
There were the local rajas, partisans of the Tughlug cause, and finally those 
who had secret sympathies with the downgraded Isma‘il who was now given 
the title of Shamsu’d-din On the other plane, ‘ Alau’d-din’s ambition was 
to sit in the seat of the Tughluqs themselves and to unite the whole sub-continent 
under his sceptre He wanted to begin with the conquest of, the Tughlug 
regions in the south which had broken away, p1ss on te the north and retake 
Delhi itself He was, however, dissuaded from these tall ventures by his 
able munister and father-in-law, Saifu'd-din Ghori who mnghtly advised 
him to pacify the surrounding countryside first and then to proceed up north, 


20 Thus “Isat, 523. Compare also Afunt, I, 236 


2 For the oft told Gangii story see Fer, 1,278 Fer, with his usual gusto has given details 
of the espisode how Hasan dug up a pot full of gold coins tn the field of Gangii_ the 
Brahman, how he was honest enough to report it to his master and how Ganga was 
so much struck by Hasan s honesty that he introduced the young man to the royal court 
at Delhi Mayor King in his epitomised translation of Burhan has refuted the story 
which 1s not corroborated by any contemporary or other chronicles For Hasan's 
connection with the Shaxkh whose mausoleum is stil one of the historical 
monuments of Gulbarga, sce Tudhkira, MS, Asafiyah, Tarikh Farsi, 1081, fol 6a 


22 = Rihla, ll, 67, Fer , 1, 38, ‘Isamt, 464, calls the whole clan “ Zatar Khim and Khali 
om ” 
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and to leave off the far south which had never been fully subdued even by the 
Khaljis and the Tughlugs #3 


The King agreed to this plan and sent his high military officers to the 
recalcitrant parts of the Deccin Husamn Gurshasp received the homage of 
the Tughluq garrison of Qandhar on behalf of his master and forced the 
garrison of KGtgir to lay down its arms Ragiyu’d-din Quibu’bMulk 
subdued Maram, Mahendri and Akkalkot (which he named Syedabad) 
and gave a general amnesty to al! who Jaid down their arms Qir Khan was 
able to besiege Kalyani and the Tughlug contingent holding the fort had to 
submit Sikandar Khan brought Bidar and Malkhtr into submission Each 
of these campaigns, some tenaciously fought out, were almost invariably marked 
by an amnesty granted to the Tughluq partisans provided they laid down their 
arms and guaranteed peace in the land *4 


From Malkhér, Sikandar sent a message to Kapaya Nayak of Warangal 
informing him of ‘Aldu’d-din Bahman Shah’s accession and asking him to 
enter into treaty relations with the new kingdom ‘The treaty was to be in the 
form of an invitation to Sikandar to visit Warangal, followed by the present 
of some elephants to Bahman Shah The invitation was duly extended and was 
followed by Sikandar s visit to the Nayak’s capital The two, Sikandar and 
Kapaya became great friends and when Sikandar left he carried with him two 
elephants and other useful presents for the King25 But Gulbarga had 
again to be subdued One Pochd Reddi, who espoused the Tughiuq cause, 
led a mutiny against the new leaders of the Deccan, and 11 was the joint effort 
of A'zam-1 Humayiin Khwaja-1 Jahan, Raziyuwd-din Qutbu’l-Mulk and other 
leaders which finally put down the insurrection ** The rebciiion of Muham- 
mad bin ‘Alam at Sagar was a formidable affair and the king had actually to 
move from Daulatabad to Sagar to quell :t It was while he was on the way 


to Sagar that he heard of the death of Muhammad bin Tughluq on the banks 
of the Indus”? 7 


While at Sagar the king recetved the homage of a number of chiefs, 
Hindu and Mushm, who had been partisans of the Tughluq régime But 
he had to order the royal army to lay siege to the citadel of Jamkhandi where 
Narayan of Mudhol?* had taken refuge The fort was captured after battering 


23. Fer, I, 279 


24 For these campaigns see ‘Isami, 528 f Kosgtr, in the printed edition of Burhan, 


16, ss Kohir in the present Medak distnct, Andhra Pradesh 

25 See RHAD, 1344F 

26 See ‘Isamt, $42, Burhan, 18 

27: Muhammad b Tughluq’s death 21 Muharram 752/20 March, 1351 Thus the 
campaign of Sagat may be safely dated a few months after that 


For the farman granting the villages see Apte, Mfudhol Sansthanchya Ghorpare Gha- 
ranchya Inhas, Poona, 1934, Farman 1 It is dated 25 Ramazan 753/4 11-1352 


28 
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of the walls with a thousand catapults It may be noticed that in this 
arduous campaign the royal army was helped by Dilip Singh of the line of 
Mewar whom the King granted ten villages in the province of Daulatabad and 
the honorific title of Sard@r-: Kha@sa Khel Chased from plice to place, 
Narayan also submitted and was not only fully pardoned but received back 
his territory as a fiefholder of the Sultan 29 


The King, now past 60, had seen the subjugation of practically all 
hostile factions, and he now marched leisurely to Gulbarga after a year’s 
absence from the capital He had proved his worth as a general and a diplo- 
mat by the almost continuous successes of his army on the battlefield, and 
by the humane treatment he meted out to his enemies But now a serious 
rising faced him, not of an erstwhile leader of the Tughlug faction but of one 
of his confident advisers, the conqueror of Kalyani, Qir Khan Sikandar 
Khan, the hero of the bloodless subjugation of Tiangana, was in great favour 
with the King He was sent agarnst Qir Khan, he defeated him at Bidar and 
brought him a prisoner to the Sultan Sikandar asked the Sult@n for pardon 
for Qir, but Qir’s rebellion was different to the evrler risings of the pro- 
Tughlug fiction which it was necessary to concilnite The Sulfan wanted 


to show his officers what a trantor’s fate should be, and had Qir beheaded im 
his own presence 3° 


The Sultan now withdrew to Gulbarga which he renamed Ahsanabad +! 
With Gulbarga as the future centre of hus activities he went as far as Goa 
which he annexed to his Kingdom, while on the way he occupied Dabul which 
became the chief seaport of the Kingdom on the Arabimin Sea Jn the north 
he carried on expeditions as far as Mindi which was destined later to be the 
capital of the medteval State of Malwa, and made the people of the region 
pay tnbute to him In the cast he swept over southern Tilangana and penet 
rated as fur as Nellore, out he could not remain in occupation even of Warangt 
from where he seems to have been ousted by Kataya Véma_ In fact he could 
exercise his authority only as far as Bhongirin the east 3? 


29° ‘Isami, 550-61, Burhan 2124 


30) Qir's rebellion, ‘Isanal, 563-67, Burhan, 25 27 This was the first instance in Bahmant 
history when the culprit was beheaded in the royal presence The next instance was 
the execution of the ex King tsma il, and one of tts most glaring examples was the 
murder of Mahmid Giwan in open court in Apri! 1481, although in this case the 


Sultan, Muhammad II, withdrew into his zenina after giving the signal for the deed 
See Sherwani Afahmniid Gawan 69 70 


31 This must have been after 6 Rabi 1, 751/14 5 1350 the date on which ¢ [simi completed 
his Futthis Salagin see Mahdi Husain Rise and Fall, Introduction, xv xvi 


BhSngir was the farthest port in northern Tilangana under the effective occupation 


of Bahman Shih, and beyond that was the dominion of Kapaya Nayak who was on 
fnendly terms with tum 


SZ 
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Extent of the Kuigdom 

‘ Alau’d-din divided the Kingdom into 4 large provinces (1) Ahsani- 
bad-Gulbarga (with RaichOir and Mudgal) was put in the charge of the Prime 
Minster, Safu’d din Ghori, (2) Daulatabad (with Bir, Junnar and Chaul) 
was put in the charge of the King’s nephew, Muhammad, son of ‘Ali Shah 
Natthu, (3) Berar (with Mahtr) wis placed under Safdar Khan Sistani, and 
(4) Bohmant Tilangana (with Indtir and Kaulas) was placed under Saifu’d din 
Ghori’s son, A‘gam-1 Humfyfin He had his son Zafar Khan, who later 
succeeded him with the title of Muhammad I, married to Saifu’d-din Ghori’s 
daughter in July 1351, and the celebrations continued with great pomp for a 
whole year 33 It 1s rather remarkable that even at this early period of Bahmant 
history the Hindus and Mushms of the Kingdom had become friendly to each 
other, and we find that the rulers of various Hindu principalities round about 
were mvited to these celebrations 34 


An important social Ink would be found tn the menu of the royal 
repast which was provided to the Sultan when he passed through Gulbarga to 
quell the rebellion at Sagar Fortunately we possess the list of dishes served at 
the royal table It was exactly an eighth part of the day when the trumpeters 
announced that the binquet was ready Silk tapestries were spread as table 
cloths and bread was distributed evenly Then came roasts of various kinds, 
curry-puffs, cooked vegetables raw celery and salad, big and small game and 
meat curries while “wet and dry sweets ’ ind halua of various kinds was 
served atthe end of the meal The banquet was not meant only for the 
elite, for toit were invited the citizens of Gulbirga without exception It ended 
with the distribution of betel leaves and the presentation of the nobles and 
gentry to the royal guest 35 
The King’s death 


The King died, old and weary, on 1 Rabi‘ I, 759/f1-2-1358 36 An 
entirely self made man, he had consolidated his dominions into a strong State 
by his industry, tact and sense of discipline coupled with justice and benevolence 
He was one of the first Muslim Kings who did not collect pzva from non- 
Maushms in iteu of military service He allowed free entry of agricultural 
produce and animals into his Kingdom He was good and kind to all 
and it appears that ‘ Isami’s prayer was granted by the Almighty that “his 
nime should be known far and wide to all and sundry in times to come ” 


Bahmin Shah hes buried in 1 simple monument, 26 feet square, built 

in the Tughlug style with tapermg walls, about a couple of furlongs from the 
33° Fer, I, 280 
34 Fer, 1 278 


35 ‘Isami 549 The time would be about 11 am according to modern calculations 
36 Fer, I, 261 
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Gulbarga fort, in full view of the two tall ‘Adil Shahi minarets of the mauso- 
leum of his religious preceptor, Shaikh Siraju’d-din Junard1.%7 


IV 
Organisation of the State 
MUHAMMAD I 
(11-2-1358—21-4-1375) 

A diseiplinarian Sultan 
The new Sultan, Muhammad, was of a different bent of mind to his 
father, was stern to a fault, and would not brook any disorder in his kingdom. 
While politically the new Kingdom had been kmit well by Bahman Shah the 
State was still infested by thieves and dacoits who were now put down with a 
strong and stern hand. Muhammad had the advantage of having his father- 
in-law, Mahtk Saifu’d-din Ghori, by hts side, and he wisely appointed him 
Wakil or Prime Minister, a post which he retained practically tf! the end of 
his life. Gh6rt 1s also said to be the author of the brochure Nasa thu’ l-Adultth 
which is a compendium of advice given to the Kingin administrative matters 38 
According to this brochure there were regular officials manning the adminis- 
tration, wz, civil officers such as Wakil (Prime Minister), Wazir (Minister) 
Dabir (Secretary); Military officers such as Sarhaddar(Warden of the Marches), 
Qil'ahdadr (Commander of a fortress), Bakhsh (Paymaster), Judicial officers 
such as Qazi (Judge), Mufti (Interpreter of the Law), Police officers such as 


Kotwal (Police Commissioner), Muhtasib (Censor of Public morals), and 
others 


Whatever the actual machinery of the admmstration might be, Muham- 
mad had a hand in putting it ona level plane We was also mindful of the 
provincial administration He regularised the rather rough arrangement of his 
father, and divided the kingdom into four agraf or provinces centered round 
Daulatabad, ‘Berar, Bidar and Gulbarga, naming the provincial governors 
as Musnad-1 ‘Ali, Maylis-1‘All, A‘'zam-1 Humaytin and Malth Na’1b respectively. 
The garaf of Gulbarga, which was naturally the most important, included 





37 The whole question of the location of Bahman Shah's tomb has been discussed in 
Bahmants, pp 67-8 See ‘ Abdu'l Jabbar Khan's Tadkhira Aultya-i Dahan, I, 393 


For general description of the contents of the Nasa’th see Bahmants, 78 80, and n 7 
onp 102 I have not been able to get hold of the ortginal brochure, but had to rely 
on the Urdu translation in ‘Abdu'l-Jabbar Khan's Tadhkira Sala fin: Dakan, pp 75-82 

The original Persian MS seems to have been destroyed in the devastating floods of the 
Mast on 27-9-1908 and the following days Even if the authenticity of the original be 


accepted it ts quite possible that it described the ideal rather than the actual system of 
administration in the author’s time 


38 
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Byapur and was usually given to one who commanded the confidence of the 
King to the greatest degree 3° 


The whole concept of defence was revolutionised by the discovery of 
gunpowder We first read of gunpowder as early as the siege of Baza in Spain 
by Isma‘il b Faray, King of Granada, in 1325, and it must have been the 
* Rumyan wa Firangyan” (Turks and Franks) serving in the Bahmant 
army who mtroduced this article in the Deccan ‘It was freely used tn the siege 
of Adoni by Muhammad Shah tn 767/1365 4° The introduction of gunpowder 
completely changed the architecture of forts, and large fortresses sprang up 
with thick walls, strong curtain walls in front of the gates, prgeon-holes for 


fixing muskets, gun turrets, double walls one covering the other, and various 
other artifices 


The commander-in-chief of the army was henceforth called Asmiru'l- 
Umara which showed the exalted position he held A group of officers 
called Barbardaran was created whose duty it was to mobilise the forces m 
times of need Among the regular troops were two hundred men called 
Yakk@ Jawanan ot Sdahdaran, who were in charge of the personal arms of 
the king, while a thousand well-equipped troops formed the royal bodyguard +! 
inter-statal caniplications 

From tts very inception the Bahmani Kingdom had to face the opposition 
of its neighbours The chief antagonistic state was Vyayanagar, and the chief 
bone of contention was the Krishna-Tungabhadra doadb It 1s easy enough 
to attribute this antagonism to religious bigotry, but it 1s a historical fact that 
the doab had been a bone of contention between the npartan states almost 
from times immemorial, even when the religious faith of both parties was the 
same It was partly due to claims over the Krishna-Tungabhadra doab that 
conflicts arose between the Western ChaJukyas and the Rashtrakutas, the 
Yadavas and the Hoysalas and other states facing each other 4? The :mmediate 
occasion for the conflict was the virtual ultumatums from the rulers of Vyaya- 
nigar and Tilangana demandimg the cession of the doab and Kaulas respectively. 
Although Viayanagar sent a large army to ad Kanaya Nayak of Tilangana, 
he was defeated near Kaulas and his army pursued as far as his capital, Waran- 
gal Kapaya Nayak had to pay one lakh hons as tribute to the Bahmani 

39 





Fer, 1,282 For the office of Mahk Na‘b or Viceroy at Delhi: see Quresht, Adams 
fration of the Suljanate of Dell, p 10, where he translates the title of the office as 
Lord Lieutenent of the Empire. Evidently at Delhi the Malik Na'tb was not the 


govemor of the most important province as was the case under the Bahmants 
40 Fer, 1, 290 


41 Fer, J, 282 


42 See Gurti Venkata Rao ** Bahmani-Vyayanagar Relations,” JHC , 1938, p 264, 


where he ts categonecal that “the causes (of frequent wars between the Bahman} 


Sultans and the Rayas of Visyayanagar) w 
religious ** a yayanagar) were politica! and economic rather than 
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King # =As Kapaya’s son Vinayak was still restive and his behaviour highly 
objectionable he was caught and put to death But this was not the end 
In 764/1362-63 news arrived at Gulbarga that the ruler of Tilangana had 
actually approached Firéz Shah Tughlug of Delhi to attack the Deccan, in 
return for which he promised to become his vassal Muhammad Shah 
thereupon ordered a fresh invasion of Tilangana But owing to some domestic 
trouble Vyayanagar did not send much help and the Nayak had to accept the 
conditions imposed by the Sultin, including the cession of the town of Golkonda 
““with its dependencres "44 He also presented the famous Turquorse 
Throne to Muhammad Shah, which remained the royal seat for many genera- 
trons to come 


Having settled accounts with Tilangana Muhammad now turned to 
Vijayanagar and, partly as a kind of cynicism and partly to test his strength, 
he issued a draft on the Vyay anagar treasury for the payment to some musicians 
of Delhi who had been attending certain celebrations at Gulbarga The 
Riya was greatl, incensed and invaded the Bahmuani territory, capturing 
Mudgal witha vastly superior force The Sultan thereupon crossed the Krishn1, 
recaptured Mudgal and moved southwards The campaign ts remarkable in which 
cannon and fire-arms were used by the Bahmants for the first time in the siege 
of AdGni The Sult’in crossed the Tungabhadra near Siraguppi, joined battle 
with Bukka’s forces near Kautalam on 14-11-767/20-7-1366 and completely 
routed it He now murched to the city of Vyiyanagar, but had to retreat in 
the face of the guerillas Once brick in his own territory he was able to defeat 
the Viyyayanagar army which hid crossed over Bukka now thought it wise to 
make peace with the Sultan and, after much fighting and bloodshed, honoured 
the draft which Muhamm_1d had sent for pry ment to the Delhi musicians 4 
Muhamrrad’s death 


Lacept for the rebellion of Bahram Khan Mazendrani the remaming 
years of Muhammad Shah's life were spent in peace and plenty There was no 
further attempt at any extension of territory and the sole aim of the Sultan 
was the consolidation of his dommions He died on 19-11-776/21-4-1375 
Muhammad was one of the greatest rulers of the dynasty and he put his patri- 
mony as well as its institutions ona sound footing He was a strict disciphinar:an 


ie he died he was at peace with Tilangina, with Vyayanagar and with his 
subjects 


i 
43 Fer, I, 287 


44 Velugot, Introduction, 11, 12 


45 For the campaign see Fer , I, 290 92 , Sewell, p 37 Evidently the whole episode 1s 


disbelieved by the authors of Further Sources, 1, 79, and they refer to the chronicle 


of the Nadimidoddipalem Chiefs which gtves the Hindu version of the events and 
Clanns the victory for the Hindu side” 
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y 
A Period of Flux 

*“ALAU'D-DIN MUJAHID, 21-4-1375—1 6-4-1378, 

DAWUD 1, 16-4-1378—2].5-1378. 

MOHAMMAD II, 21-5-1378—20-4-] 397 

GHIYATHU D-DIN TAHAMTAN, 20-4-1397—.14.6.1397 

SHAMSU’D-DIN DAWUD I, 14-6-1397— 16-1 {-1397 


The strongly cemented structure left by Muhammad IT was put toa 
severe test by the succession of five rulers who came to the throne one after 
the other within a short space of 22 years and if we were to exclude the compar- 
atively long and peaceful reign of Muhammad II which lasted 19 years, the 
average of the other four rulers would not come to more than a few months each 
The struggle for the throne demonstrated that the Kingdom founded by 
Bahmin Shah and strengthened by Muhammad I was well worth a struggle, 
and the series of murders and dethronements did not really come to 
an end till the accession of Firaz to the throne on 24-2-800/16-1]-1397 


A factor which has to be taken into account of in thts period ts the further 
influx of the “a@fagis from over the seas caused partly by the break of the 
Deccin from Delhi and partly by the need of new blood This created the 
problem of the afagis or gharrbsin contradiction to the Dakhms who included 
not merely the colonists from the north who had settled down in the Deccan 
but also habashis or Abyssintans who later joined hands with them to oppose 
the afagis In spite of this Opposition to foreign influences the period saw 
the Traman culture influencing the hfe of the State, and Muhammad II, 
who was himself a scholar of Aribie and Persian and a Persian poet of some 
note, attracted foreign scholars to the Deccan in order to make it the centre 
of learning and culture He even tried to call the famous Persian poet Hafiz 
to the Deccan, and had it not been for the stormy seas which frightened the poet 
he would Perhaps have made the Deccan hts home 


Simultaneously with foreign influences the period saw the native Hindus 
also influencing the cultural structure The third of the hne, Mujahid, was 
called by his subjects Balwant or “The Strong” according to Rafi‘u’d-din 
Shirazi We also see Hindu culture and architecture creeping even in the 


sacred buiiding of the Muslims, such as in the prayer niche within Shamsu'd 
din Dawtd’s mausoleum at Gulbarga 


nerves against Vijayanagar and this was continued in the reign of his successor, 
Dawtid Mujahid began by writing to Bukka of Vy \yanagar that the Raichir 
Doab was always a bone of contention between the two states and it would be 
advisable that the Tungabhadra be fixed as the frontier between them To 
this the Raya replied that Raichir and Mudgal essentially belonged to Vyaya- 
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nagar and should be handed over to him Muyahid thereupon invaded the 
southern Kingdom with a Jarge army with the object of encircling the 
capital and forcing huis terms on the Raya He ordered Safdar Khan to besiege 
Adoni, Bahadur Khan to proceed to Vyayanagar and himself moved to 
Gangawati and then to Wyayanagir *6 


He now heard that the Raya was already at his capital and he therefore 
retraced lus steps He had to fight his way back The battle was now jorned 
“on the banks of a lake” The Raya’s army was within an ace of being 
routed when he himself appeared with large forces, and a fearful massacre began 
Muyihid’s army was hard pressed and he feigned a retreat towards Addni 
which was still invested by Safdar Khan He crossed the Tungabhadra, but 
could not reach Gulbarga and was the victim of conspirators, one of whom 
was his own cousin Dawfid, whom he had scolded for exceeding the orders 
given to him at the last battle Mujahid was assassinated on 17-12-779/ 
16 4-1378 


Dawtid, however, did not enjoy kingship for long He was himself 
murdered by the partisans of the late King headed by his sister, ROh Parwar 
Agha, on 22-1-780/21-5-1378 Although Dawid had a young son Sanyar 
living, she had him blinded and put Dawtld’s brather Muhammad on the throne 


Muhammad’s comparatively long reign of 19 years was one of the most 
peaceful in the whole range of Brhmani history One of the first acts of the 
new Sultan was to reappoint the veteran statesman, Saifu’d-din Gh6ri to the 
prime-ministership of the kingdom He sought peace with Vyayanagar and 
wis able to have it after some minor clashes in which Vyayanagar arms were 
successful 47 


Muhimmad died on 21-7-799/20-4-1397 The next day died that 
Grand Old Man of the Deccan, Maltk Saifu'd-din Ghori who had lived through 
five reigns and had been the prime minister of the state under four rulers 


For a jong time Muhammad had no male issue and hid designated 
one of his two nephews and his son-in-law prince Firéz as his heir But with 
the buth of his sons Ghiyathu’d-din and Shamsu'd-din this arrangement fell 
through and it was now Ghiyathu’d-din whom he nominated as the heir- 
appirent, who succeeded him on the day of his death 21-7-799/20-4-1397 
46 See Venkataramanayya ‘ Majyahid Shah Bahmani,” J/#Hf, 1941, p 572 Also 

see Gurti Venkata Rao , op cit, 1939, p 264 Further Sources practically skips over the 
campaign The question whether Mujahid reached Raméshwaram 1s disputed by 
Venkataramanayya, although Fer , I, 298 distinctly says that the place was ‘ 600 Kroh” 
from the capital which takes us more or less to the great temple at Madura In any 
case, we have to take the line of communication into consideration 


47 Sewell and Asyangar Historical Inscriptions of South India, 205 The battles 
were evidently fought at Goa and Adént 
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Ghiyathu’d din, who took the title of Tahamtan began his reign well 


He assumed royal authority without any difficulty and even his brothers in- 
law, Firdz and Ahmad, paid homage to him But the Sultan began to distn- 


bute high offices among the new afaqis, and this was not to the liking of the old 
nobility and the Turkish faction headed by Taghalchin, who was onginally 2 
Turkish manumutted slave 48 What Taghalchin thought he deserved was the 
premiership, and this the young Sultan would not countenance Taghalchin 
had recourse to a dirty stratagem and invited the Sultan to a party at hus 
mansion, got him drunk, then blinded him and sent him a prisoner to Sagar 
to end his life in blindness and captivity This was on 17-9-799/14-6-1397 


Taghiichin now placed Ghryathu'd din’s step-brother Shamsu’d-din 
on the throne with the title of Dawid II,*? and made the king—he was a 
mere boy—appomt him Mahk Nib and Mir Jumla But Bahmani politics 
now took a new turn, for Firoz and Ahmad sent a message to Dawiid that 
while they were loyal to the throne they could not reconcile themselves to the 
person who had so foully treated their brother-in-law On receiving an un- 
favourable reply, taking the blind Ghiyathu’d din with them, they advanced 
towards the capital but were defeated at Mirqil (or Marttir), about 8 miles 
south of Gulbarga and they had to fly back to Sagar But there was a party 
at the court which was secretly against the rule of Taghalchin Ahmad and 
Fit6z allied themselves with st, quietly marched to Gulbarga with a small 
retinue and entered the Darbar Hall after overpowering the armed guard 
Taghalchin was killed by a stroke of the blind Ghiyathu’d-din’s swoid, while, 
in his turn Shamsu’d-din Dawiid was blinded and allowed to proceed to 
Meccer with his mother 5° This was on 24-2-800/16-11-1397 


VI 
Synthesis of Deccan Culture 
TAJU'D DIN FIROZ 
16-11-1397—22 9-1422 

Retrospect 

There are certain traits in the period of flux from the death of Muhammad I 
to the accession of Firoz which are rather noteworthy The first 1s that, 
although there was an almost continuous turmod, barring the reigns of Mujahid 
and, to some extent, Muhammad JI, the conflict with Vyayanagar had vir- 
tually ceased Muhammad IIs reign was a period of literary and cultural 
progress, and the thread was taken up by Firdz But this very movement 
developed into the further influx of Persians, Arabs and Turks from over the 


48 Party system which was the bane of Bahmant history in Jater years seems to be harden- 
Ing now 


49 The title Dawttd in Burhan, 39 
SQ «Bihan 39 
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seas leading to the fatal Dakhbni-Afaqi squabbles which partly led to the 
dissolution of the Kingdom 


Firdz ascended the throne on 24-2-800/16-11-1397. His reign saw the 
further influx of Newcomers from over the seas and this mtensified the anta- 
gonism of the native population and the earlier colonists from the north aginst 
these Afagis or Gharibs It was perhaps to counteract the political influence 
of the Newcomers that Fir6z began to have a definite leaning in favour of the 
Hindus, especially Brahmans He marned Hindu ladies and made many 
Hindus, such as Narsing of Khérla, amirs of the Kingdom The religious 
sting as between the Bahmanis and Vyayanagar, if st ever existed in a pure form 
was removed soon, for we find Firdz siding with the Vélamas of Nalgonda 
against the Vernas of Kondavidu who sought the help of the Raya of Vyaya- 
nagar. The excellent relations with the Hindus were crowned by the grant of 
the jagir of Mudhol along with 84 villages to Bhair6n Singh on 25-4-800/ 
15-1-1398,5! 


The King’s learning 

Fir6éz was one of the most learned monarchs of his day, thanks to his 
erudite father-in-law Muhammad II, and the learning of his preceptor, Mir 
Faglu’l-lah Inji He was well versed in Qur*anic learning, jurisprudence, 
natural science, philosophy, geometry and other branches of knowledge and 
actually set aside a few hours, three days in a week, when he took classes in these 
scrences ** He was also a linguist of note, was at home in many Indian and 
foreign languages, and could converse with the ladies of his palace, whe came 
from many parts of India as well as foreign countries, in their own languages 33 
Persian influence was slowly but steadily creeping in On the other hand 
reconciliation with the culture of the Hindu sections of the population was 
also uppermost in his mind His marrage to Dévaraya's daughter in 
810/1407-8 must hive resulted in strong cultural reactions in the Bahmani court 
and Ied to the synthests of cultural factors which Firdz so much desired 
The eprsode of Qazi Sira) (for which see later) penetratmg mto Vyayanagar 
camp in the thick of a fight, dressed as a Hindu fagir, is mteresting 


Simultaneously, Fir6z encouraged men of erudition and learning from 
over the seas to come to the Deccan and make it their home Such were 
Maulana Lutfu’d-din Sabzwari, Hakim Hasan Gilani, Syed Mahmid Garztini 


and mwiny others, with whom he mingled freely after his royal duties 
51 For the Reddis and their wars in Firdz’s time see Velugot , Introduction, 1736 For 

the grant to Bhair6n Singh see Apte, op cit, Supp! Document 2 

52 Fer, J, 308 


53 Fer, I, 306, Fer, 1s as usual full of exaggerations and imputes impossible traits to the 
Sultan It 1s said that he contracted “* temporary marnages * to the tune of hundreds 
according to the Shi‘ah doctrine, though he remained a Sunnt otherwise 


His teacher, 
Mir Faglu’l Jah Inj was a Persian Shi‘ah 
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were aver He set apart a portion of his evenings for free literary intercourse 
with poets, story-tellers, and the learned 54 


The true understanding between the Perso-Bahmani and the Hindu 
styles of architecture will be found in the so-called double mausoleum of 
Firdz at Gulbarga Here we have the Perso-Bahmani arch flanked by Hindu 
jambs, while the brackets supporting the chhayas remind one of the sculptured 
brackets of the anctent temples of the Deccan 55 While the sloping walls of 
the Tughluq pattern have disappeared, the concave fluting in the intertor, 
adorned with intricate inscriptions, reminds one of the inscribed fluting on the 
Qutb Minar at Delhi 


Another rather remarkable group of buildings which take us back to 
Fir6dz Shah is at FirOzabad on the Bhima Like what Akbar did at Fathptr 
Sikri, Fir6z made the new city his virtual second cipital The style of buildings, 
some of which still remain, 1s almost unique in that, instead of their being 
surmounted by domes, they are surmounted by cone-like structures Not only 
the four great gates of the city but many other buildings give some idea of Fir6z’s 
originality in engineering techniques While some of the roofs have pendentives 
to support them, most of them have cones with or without low domes ** 


Political aspects 

On hus accession Firdz conferred the title of Khan-1 Khanan on his 
brother Ahmad and made his preceptor, Mir Fazlu’l-lah Injti Prime Mrnister. 
In consonance with his general policy he also pramoted many Brahmans to 
posts of honour and responsibility 


Almost immediately after his accession he had to face a number of 
rebellions as well as a struggle with Vyayanagar Siddhd, the chief of Sagar 
ousted the Bahman: garrison from his fort, while Narsing of Khérla in the north 
also rose, and with the help of the Muslim ruler of Mandi swept over the 
country as far as Mahitir. In the east Annadéva Vélama sought the help of 
FirGz against the aggressive Dévaraya I of Vyayanagar Firdz first quelled 
the Sagar rebellion, significantly with the help of Annadéva, and the leader 
of the rebels, SiddhO, was Killed in the fray It was after Siddht’s defeat. 
and death that his son Bhairén Singh was granted the jagir of Mudhal 
and a number of villages near Rarbagh 


Firdz7 postponed an expedition to the north til he had effectively dealt 
with Vyayanagar But he had not long to wait as Prince Bukka crossed the 
Tungibhadra with a large army and advanced aginst Bihman} possess:ans 


54. Fer. 1 306, Tah, 30 

55 The similar tomb to Firdz’s and adjacent to st 5 that of Shah Kamal Pir , See ‘Abdul 
Jabbar Khin Malkapart’s Mfahhubu'l Watan Tadhhira Auhya ? Daken, p 476 

$6 Unfortunately many of the buildings at Firozabad have fallen in and stone carried 


awty by the local vandals For Firazabad her ¢ 
*Flrozibid on the Bhim" wien October, 1985 6 dae \S,p 44, also Fischer 
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inthe Ratchtrdoabas wellagainst Tdangana where the Vélamas5? had been 
mn treaty relationship with the Bahmanis, and where D&varaya had as his 
allies the Vémas of Rayahmundn It was difficult for Firéz to fight 
on three fronts  simultancously and he chose to try and humble the 
Raya first. But the Krishni was in spate and netther the Bahmant army nor 
the Vyayanagar forces could cross it It is related that Qazi Siraj, who was 
one of the accomplished courtiers of the King, crossed the river with hts com- 
panions in wicker baskets lined with hide, dressed as mendicants and joined 
a musical party on the other side which was to play and dance in the Raya's 
camp There were drinking bouts and it 1s related that when the Raya’s son 
was tipsy he was stabbed to death There was a hue and cry, the lights in 
Riiya’s camp were put out in the commotion which followed, and according 
to 4 prearranged signal not only Firdz’s army but the Sultan himself crossed 
the river and pursued the enemy as far as the very gates of Vyayanagar *® 
This as well as the successes of Fir6z Shah's allies among the Reddis in the 
east enhanced his prestige and power “It appears that Dévardaya I suffered 
a Series of disasters at the hands of the Suiltiin and his allies tn the Telugu 
country The Sultan’s power increased and he seems to have been recognised 
as the overlord of Tilangana **%? 


Now came the turn of Narsingh of Khéygla After remaining for two 
or three months at Gulbarga, Fir6z proceeded to the capital of the rebel chief, 
On the way north, he received the homage of the chief of Mabtir, who was 
one of the tributaries of Narsingh From Mahtr Fir6éz marched to Ehchptr 
and thence to Khégla = At Inst Narsingh laid down his arms, paid homage to 
the Sultan and in return was made an amir of the Kingdom 6° 


It was perhaps after the Khérla campaign that Firdz led an expedition 
to Tilangina where a struggle was gomg on between his allies, the Vélamas, 
and the Vémas who were partisans of Harthara Accompanied by Annadéva 
Vélam1 the Sulttin marched eastwards The outcome of the campaign seems 
to be obscure While Fershta says that he fought many battles and occupied 
Rajahmundn, we are informed elsewhere that FirGz was defeated and as he 
could not cross the Godavan, he had to retrace his steps 6! 


57 For Vélamas see Velug introduction, 23 25 

58 This episode 1s described at length in Fer, I, 310 The murdered prince was Bukka’s 
young son, Senell and Aijangar, 206 El, XXVI, pp 29 30 says that the Telugu Chéfa 
ruler, Annadéva, helped Firoz in this campaign See also Further Sources, I, 88 ff 
for the war of Vyayanagar against the Reddis 

Further Sources 1 90 Qn the success of the do3b expedition Harihara had to pay an 
indemmity of 10 lakh hons The doib was now definitely a Bahmant possession and 
the King appointed Faulsd Khinits governor See Fer,1 311 There were evidently 


two campaigns one headed by Bukhain the doib and another Jed by the rest of the 
Vuyayanagar army on the ¢ast coast 


60 The Khésla campaign, Fer, 1, 311, 312 
61. See Fer, 11 33, Sewell and Alyangar, op cit, WVelugat, Intr, 25 


59 
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The death of Harshara 1n August, 1404 was followed by a period of civil 
war between Virupaksha and Dévaraya’s son Buhkka which Jasted more than 
two years, the throne finally passing into the hands of Dévaraya I in 1406 62 
The short reygn of Bukka If, however, saw the entanglement of the Raya ina 
love affatr which became a casus bell: between him and the Bahmant Sultan * 


It appears that a report was brought to the young Raya that the daughter 
of a certain goldsmith of Mudgal in the Raichfir doab (then under the control 
of the Bahmanis) was an accomphshed conversationilist and singer, and he 
immediately sent a Brahman to bring her to his capital with the object of 
marrymge her But the girl, whose name was Parthal, refused to go On 
this Bukka invaded the Doab, but found that not only the goldsmith and his 
daughter but many others had left The Vyayanagar army had to retreat 
after being defeated by the Bahmani commander, Faulad Khan It was in 
vain that Raya sought the help of the supposed enemies of the Bahmanls, 
Gujarat, Khandésh and Malwa, but no help was forthcoming The Raya 
was now forced to accept the terms which were virtually dictated by Firdz 
They were that (1) the Raya should agree to the marnage of his own daughter 
to Firdz, (u) he should pay a largeindemnity, and (1) Bankaptir should be 
ceded to the Sulfan as a dowry for the bride On the acceptance of the condt- 
tions a regular marfiage ceremony was performed when the princess became 
the wife of the Sultan Firdz now rode in grand style to the palace of the 
Rayi where he stayed for three days Old enmuities were forgotten and a 
new and magnificent city sprang up between the Bahmani camp and the palace 
of the Raya nearly twenty-five miles away After having returned from the 
Raya’s palace the Sultan sent for the goldsmith and his daughter and had her 
marned to his son Hasan Khan The girl’s parents were loaded with most 
costly presents by the king and returned to their town happy and prosperous © 


The peace between the two kingdoms, however, did not Jast long Up- 
till now the Vemas were antigonistic to Firdz Shah, but now Pedi Komatt 
Véma of Kondavidu joined hands with the Sultan ind laid siege to Rajah- 
mundr © But the citade] could not be subdued, and FirSz wheeled round to 
the Orissa border in the north, defeated the Raja of Onssa and took back with 
him a large amount of booty including many elephints News was now 
brought that Dévaraya had scored a diplomatic victory by making the Vélamas 
side with him With therr help he was able to relieve Panagal and force Firdz 
to retreat Firdz suffered a great moral set-back as well as a mulitary and per- 
sonal defeat a8 his preceptor and prime munister, Mir Fazlu’l lah InjG was 


62 Further Sources, I, 85 


63 This episode is related at some length by Fer, I, 314 Also see Sewell and Aiyangar, 


op cit, 208, 209 Tab, 411 It us only cursonly mentioned in Further Sources I, 86 
64 Fer., I, 316 


65 fbid , Burhan, 47, EL 1942, pp 3437, Further Sources, I, 88 
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murdered in hus own tent Medak was lost to Anapdta Vélama, and it was with 
great difficulty that the Raichiir doab was reoccupred by the prince Ahmad % 


Hazrat Gésu Daraz, Prince Ahmad and the Suljan 

The last years of 1422 saw the prssing away of Dévaraya I of Vyaya- 
nagar as well as of Firdz Shah Firdz had appointed his son Hasan Khan 
herr to the throne in 818/1415-16 and had allowed him all the paraphernaha 
of royalty even tn his life time 6? A few years before this Hazrat Muhammad 
Géstt Daraz had arrived at Gulbarga from Delhi about 803/1400-1 at the age 
of more than 90 years and had settled down at a Khangah in the vicimty of 
Gulbarga Fort In the beginning Firdz was all respects to the saint, but soon 
respect gave place to estrangement, while the king’s brother Ahmad Khan 
perhaps espied the moral influence exercised by him on the people and 
was often present at his halga (séance) 


The rift between Firdz on the one hand and his brother and the saint 
on the other widened with the formal declaration of Hasan Khan as heir to 
the throne After the nobles had paid homage to the prince the king sent him 
to the saint for prayers for his life and prosperity But the saint retorted that 
when everything had been done prayers on his part would be futile, and when 
pressed he said that God had already willed that Ahmad Khan, and not Hasan 
Khan, should succeed him FirGz was taken aback and he sent word to the 
saint that as there was much noise in the khanq&h just behind the palace 
he was disturbed by the noise there and asked him to withdraw to some other 
place Hazrat Gesti Diriz thereupon shifted to where his magnificent mauso- 
Jeum later binlt by his murid Ahmad Shah stands, a plice of pilgrimage of 
South Indians, Hindu and Mushm to this day 68 


This fact evidently encouraged the party at the court which wanted to 
put an end to Ahmids Ife But although the fuse had been :gmited by the 
vittual coronation of Hasan Khin, Firéz would not countenance the possible 
murder of his brother and erstwhile boon companion Ahmad But rumours 
were rife that Ahmad was to be blinded at least Ahmad was informed of 
the danger by a dealer in horses from Arabia, Khalaf Hasan, who persuaded 
him to proceed at once to Gulbarga and claim the throne © In the 
meantime the royal army marched towards where he was Ahmad did not 
wish to engage in in unequal fight and wished to fly away But Khalaf 
Hasan shamed him and asked him to fight :t out He had, however, recourse 


66 Fer, 1 317, Burhan 46, Velugot, Intr, 28 

67 Burhan, 30 says that Firdz had made the grandess of the Kingdom pay homage to 
Hasan Khbin 

68 Hazrat Gest Dariz lived there tll his end at the age of 105 lunar years on 
16-12 825'1 11 1422, a few weeks after Ahmad s accession 

69 hbalaf Hasan Basrt (| Son of Hasan’) of Basra, one of the most renowned nameless 
Persons in Indian history He rose to be a great commander tn the next reign 
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to a ruse He got hold of a few hundred head of cattle, camouflaged the 
oxen by tying white cloth on their horns, had them mdden by Ahmad’s soldiers 
and with the few horses at his command, put them 1n front of this false 
civalry They threw missiles at the elephants which formed the vanguard of 
the royal army The elephants stampeded and the battle became the rout of 
the royal army 7° Ahmad entered the capital on 5-10-825/22-9-1422 and 
immediately betook himself to the old and the dy:ng king, where he made 
excuses for fighting the royalforces Firdz untied the sword from his buckle, 
girt it on Ahmad and actually led him to the Turquoise Throne FirGz died 
within a week of Ahmad's accession, on 11-10 825/28-9-1422 7! 


VH 


New Environments 
SHIHABU’D-DIN AHMAD 1 
22-9-1422 — 17-4-1436 
Change of Capital from Gulbarga to Bidar 


Ahmad was destined to experience two entirely distinct feelings, one 
of relief at the death of FirSz and one of shock at the death of his preceptor 
and supporter Hazrat Gés! Daraz In fact his deciston to change the capital 
to Bidar may have been partly the result of Hazrat’s death The history of the 
last three quarters of a century at Gulbirga was one of intrigues, murders and 
fuithlessness and with the Saint’s death Ahmad must have felt singularly 
lonely and begun to think hard how to extricate himself from the intrigue- 
laden atmosphere of the capital The change of the capital in fact spelt a 
chinge in the very chiricter of the kingdom, forin vivid contrast to the uncer- 
tain atmosphere of Gulbarga we have a comparatively peaceful atmosphere at 
Bidar where primogeniture became the constitutional rule and where there Is 
not a single case of regicide till almost the end of the Bahmani era Again, 
it was the Bidar period where the Tughluq tradition was finally shaken off 
and partly replaced by the Iranian and Transoxaniin influence epitomised 
in the great monuments within the Fort at Bidar This influence took 
such a deep root inthe Deccin that 1t was consciously copied even by 
Vyayanagar, ind some of the monuments sttll to be seen at Hamp! have the 
graceful stilted arch which seems to have been copied directly from the Indo- 
Iraman arch at Bidar 7? The salubrious chmate of Bidar, which ts situated 


10 Burhan 5051 


71 There are many stories about the death of Fir6z, all recounted by Zahiru’d din Abmad 
in bis Stelgan Ahmad Shah Bahmant, 1943 but the most probable 1s that old and 
infirm as he was he dred a natural death 

72 Tor the influence of Bahmant architecture on Vyayanagar see the description and 


photographs of some of the Vuyayanagar monuments in Longhurst Manet Rus, 
also Yo! IT ch TV (av) 
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on 2 plateau 2,330 feet above the sea level, must have been an additional 
inducement to Ahmad, although the oft-repeated episode of 2 Bidar rabbit or 
a Bidar fox chasing a dog may have been a later fanciful invention 73 


These considerations as well as the more central position of Brdar in 
the extended Bahman! dominions must have weighed on Ahmad to change the 
capital to Gulbarga Various dates have been assigned to this, and range 
from 827/1424 to 830/1426-7 The earlier date 1s tn accordance with Tadhki- 
ratu’l-Mulak, and there 1s no reason why the King should have waited for the 
dramatic chase of a dog by a fox The date im the mscriptions on the Solha 
Khamb Masjid with the Bidar Fort 1s 827/1424, and surely the mosque could 
not have been the solitary edifice in the Fort Moreover the last Bahmani 
coin of the Gulbarga mint we possess 1s dated 827 and it appears that the mint 
was shifted to Bidar in that year,74 and the capita! renamed Muhammadabad 
Perhaps the last monument constructed by Ahmad Shah at Ahsanabad Gul 
barga was the grand mausoleum of Hazrat Gést} Daraz which, with its adjacent 
tomb of the Saint’s son, Syed Akbar Husanni, 1s a perfect specimen of the Perso- 
Deccani or Bahmanit architecture, while the yambs and spandrels are of the 
traditional Hindu pattern as in Firéz'stomb But there is simplicity and awe 
which inspire a visitor to an extent not met with in the tomb of the King 


Fuston of Cultures 


The synthesis of cultures which was a watermark of the last reign 
found its way still deeper in the new environments The new king appointed 
Khalaf Hasin, who had helped him so much on lus way to the throne, his 
Wakt-: Saltenat or Prime Minister creating hum MahAu’t-Tuyar, title which 
became one of the highest in the Deccan Capable 1s Khalaf Hasan undoubt- 
edly was, his elevation caused a cleavage between the two sections of the popu- 
lation which led to very serious results Ahmad tested the loyalty of the 
Afagis tame and agar and ordered the formation of a special corps of three 


thousand archers from over the seas, leading to further antipathy between the 
two branches of the ruling aristocracy 


The next great influx of the Afagis was in connection with the advent 
of Shah Khalilu’'l lah, son of the saint Shah Ni‘matu’l lah Karmant As has 


13 Forthssee Tadhkira, fol 10 a Strangely the episode of the fox and a dog 1s repeated 
in the case of the choice of Ahmadnagar as well for which see Burhan 214 

74 Burhan 54, gives the actual date of the transfer of the capital wi7, Rayab 827/June 
1424 This accounts for an Ahsanabad (Gulbarga) coin of 827 which must have been 
struch beforeRayab, while all the later coins of Ahmad were struck at Muhammadibad 
(Bidar} See Abdul Wali Khan’ Bahunant Coins in the Andhra Pradesh Govern 
ment Museum Wyderabid , 78 IF 

{ But see Ch XV, n 19, below where Dr Désa: says that the date on the tablet 
fixed to the wall of the mosque should read 727 H not 827 H and takes us back 
to the reign of Mubammad b Tughluq See EIAPS, 1957 and 1958, p 40 Edj 
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been noted, Ahmad was a great patron of learning and when he heard of the 
fame which had gathered round the name of the Sa:mt he sent special represen- 
tatives to Kirman in Persia to request him to grace the Deccan by hus presence 
He made excuses not only on his own behalf but on behalf of his son Shah 
Khalilu’l-lah and sent his grandson Shah Noru’l-lah to Bidar instead The 
King sent a deputation of learned men to receive NOru'l-)ah at the port of Citiul 
and himself went to receive him a few miles from Bidar at a place henceforth 
called Ni‘matabad or Ni‘matu’l-lahabad The King gave him precedence over 
all the masha’rkhs of Bidar and actually married his own daughter to hm On 
Shah Ni‘mitu’l-lah’s death tn 143] his whole family including Shah Khalilu’l- 
lah migrated to Bidar 75 The influence of the Kirmani family at the Court 


was further strengthened by the marriage of another of the King’s daughters 
to Shah Habibu’l-lah 


The Shi‘ah doctrine, which had already been making a headway mnto 
the Deccan was naturally further strengthened, and the King sent thirty 
thousand tankas to ‘Iraq for being distributed among the needy of Karbala 


But, hke hs brother Fir6z, Ahmad was a behever in the fusion of cultures, 
and the influence of Hindu culture also had a place in the economy of Bidar 
An example of this fusion may be perceived inthe ‘urs or the death anniversary 
of the Sultan at Bidar to this day This anniversary 1s celebrated, not according 
to the Hyri calendar but according to the Hindu reckoning Then 1t 1s the 
Jangam or the head of the Lingayats of Madhyal in the Gulbarga district who 
enters the sepulchre every day of the ‘urs with a Jarge orchestra of his own, 
crushes open the coconuts according to the accepted Hindu pittern and makes 
an offering of flowers But this yangam is dressed as Musitm darvish in flowing 


robes The ‘urs 1s still attended by Hindus and Musiims who consider Ahmad 
to be a saint 76 


The fusion of cultures 1s also evident m certain other aspects of life 
There is an inscription on a copper plate grant of June 26, 1424, in which 
Dévaraya II of Vyayanagar 1s entitled “ Suratrana” or Sultan This 1s really 
not so strange as there were many thousands of Muslims in the Vyayanagar 


cavalry and one of the close companions of the Raya was a Muslim named 
Ahmad Khiin 77 


Ahmad Shah was aman of a creative temperament and itt 1S sad 
thit he invented a number of new designs in artillery technique 7% The 
public of Bidar were encouraged to attend to organised manly exercises, and 


75 Burhan, 65, Fer, 1 329 


76 Fora graphic description of the ‘urs, sce Yazdant Bidar 

photograph of the jangam pl XXV 
77° Sewell and Atyangar 
78 Afunr Ill, 68 


its History and Monuments, 


fasceiptions of Southern Incho, p 214 
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even today the city 1s divided into four quarters signifying the four great 
schools of athletics, although what 1s left 1s only a skeleton and nomenclature 79 


Yyayanagar and Tilangana 

It was not Jong after his accesston that Ahmad Ied his army against 
Vyayanagar where the throne was now occupied by Viyaya I, assisted in his 
work by his son Dévaraya who ultimately succeeded him some time 1n 1425-26 ®° 
Ahmad felt the pangs of the defeat of his jate brother at the hands of 
Dévaraya II and set out with a formidable force towards the south The Raya 
sent messengers to Anapdta Vélama for help It is related that the Vélama 
forces defeated the Bahmanis at a number of places 8! The Bahmani and 
Vuayanagar armies came face to face on the banks of the Tungabhadra, but 
instead of engaging in open battle the Vyayanagaris carried on relentless 
guerilla warfare When Ahmad crossed the great river the enemy retreated 
further and further It was now decided to cross the Tungabhadra as well 
The Raya’s army was pursued till he actually reached his capital and shut him- 
self up in the citade! The whole ground was now clear and the Bahmani 
army 1s said to have committed many atrocities *2 


Two episodes 1n this campaign are interesting though possibly exaggerated 
One 1s the discovery of the Raya (before hus flight to Vijayanagar) sleeping on 
the edge of a plantation of sugarcane all alone When he saw himself surround- 
ed bythe Bahmani forces he protested that he was only a girdener and actually 
carned a load of sugarcane on his head The other episode, which rather 
balances the former, 1s that of Ahmad Shah himself strayed away about eight 
miles from the main camp when he was surrounded by the enemy cavalry and 
had to fly headlong to a new barn which was in sight ‘It was with difficulty 
that Ahmad could scale the walls and was in the end rescued by his men who 
hurried to the barn at not finding the King in his camp ® = As those who 


79 See Zahiru’d-din Abmad Sultan Ahmad Shah Bahmant, 1940 The four 
quarters are called Talims They radtate from the chauvbara, the ancient centre 
of the city, and these fa‘ifms are made after ther founders Each of these had a 
akhapd or gymnastic field a mosque and at least one school, and the youth of the 
quarter Were given religious physical and secular traming 


80 About thts time the history of Vyayanagar ts obscure Sewell and Atyangar, op cit, 214 
say that the Raya’s name was Bukka ILI while Sewell, A Forgotten Emptrre, 24 calls him 
Vira Viyaya Further Sources 1 93,94 aver that Dévaraya was succeeded by his son 


Ramachandra who gave place to Vaya I who was succeeded in turn by Dévariya IT 
tn 1425 26 


81 Velugot, Intr , 35 

82 The whole campaign is obscure The account here ts based on Fer , 320-21 Burhan 
deals very shortly with Vyayanagar and speaks of a Tilangana campaign independently 
of Vyayanagar Further Sources, 1 100 relying on Vefugot says that “it appears 


sia that between 1425 A D and 1435 AD most of Telingana passed under Muslim 
rtt e 7 


83 Fer, 1 320, 321 
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rescued the King from the clutches of the enemy were all Afaqis or Newcomers 
they were promoted to high ranks and the chief among them, Khalaf Hasan 
Basri was ordered to collect three hundred picked archers from over the seas 
for the royal army. 


The Sultan now felt strong enough to march to Viyayanagar and impose 
his own conditions on the Raya The Raya had to pay all the arrears of tribute, 
loaded on the backs of elephants and with bands playing in front, the cavalcade 
was headed by the Crown Prince and was received well by the King who forth- 
with granted royal robes to the Prince The Prince accompanied the Sultan 
right up to the banks of the Krishna where he said goodbye.* 


Mahar 


The Sultan did not take much rest after the arduous campaigns in the 
south, and in 829/1425-6 led an expedition to the north to reclaim Mahtir the 
chief of which had rebelled It was not an easy task to subjugate the country as 
it was full of huls, ravines and jungles which was a place of refuge for the enemy 
and from which they carried on guerilla warfare for many months Ahmad 
had to undertake three campaigns before the territory could be subdued 85 


It has already been noted that the ambition of founder of the Bahmanl 
dynasty, ‘Alau d-din Bahman Shah was to sit on the Tughtug throne at Delhi 
but he was kept back from his exploits by the wise men of his court Ahmad 
perceived the danger of two strong kin gedoms adjacent to Ins State, wz, Malwa 
and Gujarat, and it was no doubt in order to clear the road to the north that 
he made plans to reduce Mahtir and tts dependencies He considered Malwa 
and Gujarat as his possible enemies because, in a fit of pedanticism Timfr had 
granted these two big slices of central India to his brother Firéz. To add fuel 
to the fire, Narsingh of Khérla, an ally of the Sultan, had declared in favour of 
Hoshang of Malwa &§ Hoshang hurried to Kherla with a strong army and 
Ahmad had to retreat to his own territory which he could defend with confidence 
The two armies came to grips in the Bahmani territory and the battle continued 
the whole day As night fell the rout of the Malwese was complete and it was 
now Hodshang’s turn to fly hurry-scurry to hus capital Ahmad now showed 


his mettle as a chivalrous monarch and sent back the ladies whom Hoshang 
had left, across the border 


Narsingh was also treated chivalrously, and while his patrimony was 
declared a Bahmani protectorate he was perdoned.2?7 It wasin order to make 
AR pesca Hae 

4 id TI, 322 
€ accounts given to us by Fer, 1, 323-25 and Burhan, 58 60 are sometumes obscure 

and even contradictory All that can be gleaned 1s that tt took many months of cam 
Pe Palgning before Elichptr, Gawil and Narnala could be subdued 

} oes King of Malwa, 1406 34 Burhan calls the ruler of Malwa Nkbin, which 
e as ue name of Héshang Shih before he ascended the throne 

ad ’ ee Burhan, 57 This was the first of the series of campaigns led by Malwa 

ergata the Deccan which continued during the best part of the Bidar period of Bahmani 
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his hands even stronger that he negotiated the marriage of his son ‘Alau’d-din 
with Agha Zainab, daughter of Nasir Khan Fariiqi of Khandésh, a kingdom 
which could be used as a buffer between the Deccan on the one hand and 
Malwa and Gyarat on the other 


Giyarat 

About 833/1429-30 a quarrel broke out between Abmad Shah of 
Gujarat and Hoshang Shih of Malwa over the Raya of Jhilawir who 
had rebelled against Gujarat and taken refuge in Malwa The Bahmani 
Sultan, perhaps at the request on the part of Hodshing, sent an army 
which penetrated as far as Nandurbar and Sultanpur, but the Deccani forces 
were not successful against the massive army sent by Ahmad Shih of Gujarat 
and had to fly back to Daulatabad The Sultan now sent the Crown Prince 
‘Alawd-din, who was opposed at Daulatabad by Nasir Khan Fartiqi of 
Khandésh and the Raja of Jhalawdr, but they were defeated at Maneck Pass 
by the Gujarati forces News was now brought to the Sultan that the Guyarati 
governor of Maha’im (modern Mahim) was dead and the island was without an 
administrator Ahmad Shah ordered Khalaf Hasan, who was now governor 
of Daulatibad, to advance and occupy Maha'im But again the Bahmani 
army was no match for the army which the King of Guyarat had sent under his 
son Zafar Khan Khalaf Hasan had therefore to retire to the adjacent island 
of Bombay 


To make matters still worse, the inherent rancour between the Dakhnis 
and the Afaqis showed sts ugly head The Dakhnis poisoned the mind of 
the Prince against the Afaqis and ther leader Khalaf Hasan and at the sime 
time they traitorously decided that they would not take part in actual fighting 
This news probably leaked out to the Gujarati Command They fell upon the 
Bahmant forces, routed it again, captured Khalaf Hasan's brother Khumais 
and carned off a huge amount of booty 8 


Learning of this dire tragedy the Sultan himself proceeded to the Guyarat 
frontier and occupied the border town of Beul But there was no major battle 
and, perhaps seeing the futility of further shedding human blood, the two 
Sultans entered into a treaty (which lasted right up to the dissolution of the 
Sulnates) under which Beul was restored to Gujarat and each side retained 
Its possessions 89 
Tilangana again 


The continuous set-back of Bahmani arms had its repercussions on 
their hold on Tilangana The Sultan, alert in spite of his old age, moved into 
Tilangana in 1433 with a large army, conquermg many forts including the strong 
fort of Rimgir Singa HI! of Warangal submitted without a struggle but was 


88 Fer, 1, 327, WI, 188 , Burhan, 66-67 . Commissariat History of Guarat, Y, 89 


89 Fer ,d, 328, W189, Burhan, 66 Ther t 
be bd te Prebble © are certain minor differences between the 
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restored to his possessions There were other chiefs who Offered resistance 
but were dealt with a strong hand and subdued After accomplishing his task 
the Sultan returned to the capital appointing Sanyar Khan as the sarlashkar of 
the region 9° 


The King's death 

The Sultan, growing old and weary, retired from public affairs and handed 
over full charge of the Kingdom to Mtyin Mahmtd Nizamu'l-Mulk Later 
he appointed his eldest son Zafar Khan to be his hetr, while he divided the 
Kingdom among his other sons as governors, making them promise that they 
would not oppose each other 9! 


Ahmad died on 29-9-839/17-4-1436 after a short tllness% 


Apart from the chivalrous spirit with which he dealt with his enemies 
such as Narsingh of Khéfla, the Crown Prince of Viyayanagar and the rebels of 
Tilangana, he was a god-fearing man He ts called in history Ahmad Shah 
Wali and even now he ts regarded a saint or walt by the majority of the people 
of the Deccan ®} We hase a remarkable testimony of the qualities of the 
Sultan from the pen of an Egyptian grammarnian, Muhammad a’d-Damamini 
who completed his great work on Arabic grammar, Manhalu’s-Safi, on 
21-12 825/6-12-1422 at Mahz'im He then moved to Gulbarga and there he 
copied out the work from 23 2-826/5-2-1423 to 8-5-826/19-4-1423 A'd- 
Damamini says that the king was extremely popular and he did not come across 


a single person who was hostile to him He ends his encomium by saying that 
Ahmad Shah was a prince among the learned 94 


Vil 
Party System intensified 
“ALAU'D DIN AHMAD IJ 
17-4-1436 —. 6-5-1458 95 
Dakhns and Afagis 


The new Sultan was a man of a different calibre from his father, and was 
weak-willed and pusillanimous He could not cope with the new problems of 


pe ts 
90 Velugot, Intr , 37 38 
91 Burhan, 70, 71 

92 


On an inscnption within Ahmad s Magnificent sepulchre at Ash{ir near Bidar, 
where all the remaining Bahmant Sultans also lie buried The :nscmption 1s in the 


hands of the calligraphist Shukru 1 Jah learly states that Abmad 
died on 29 Ramazan, 839” mul iah Qazwint and clearly 


93 Its interesting that t¢ 15 mainly owing to Ahmad s mausoleum being located near 
Bidar that the name of the town ts still followed by the honorific epithet, “* Sharif’ 

94 Manhalus Safs fy Sharh’! Waft, Asafiyah, Nahw 1 ‘Arabi, 50 The manuscript, 
which 1s umaue, 1s fn the author’s own pen 

95 Thetreisa difference of a few days in the dates of the death of Ahmad I according 


to Fer, Haft Igltmand Burhan, but Burhan, 88, may be taken as correct that Humaytn 
succeeded hts father on 22 6 862/6-5-1458 


THE BAHMANIS 171 


administration which arose out of the further influx of Afaqis from over the 
seas The wfluence of the Afagis was visualised even at the coronation of 
the Sultan as he was flanked by Syed Khalilu’l-lah and Syed Hanif on either 
side Likewise he appointed Dilawar Khan Afghani as his Wakil or Prime 
Minister and Khwaja-1 Jahan Astrabadi as his wazir or minister 
Via} anegar 

The Sultan had to lead a number of campaigns not merely against 
Vyayanagar and Tilangana but also against the Muslim rulers of Gujarat, 
Khandésh and Malua The war against Vyayanagar started in 839/1435-36 
over the supposed arrears of tribute, ‘ Aldu’d-din sent his brother Muhammad 
and the Amiru’l-Umara ‘Imadu’l-Mulk to demand the tribute The overawed 
Raya handed over to him eight lakh hons, twenty elephants and two hundred 
girls adept in song and dance % 


This campaign, quick and short, unfortunately ended in the rebellion 
of the Sultan’s brother Muhammad Khan who had been possibly instigated by 
the Raya himself and who now demanded a moiety of the Kingdom or else a 
joint government of the State with the Sulttin and himself as partners 
Muhammad actually put a crown on his head somewhere on the banks of the 
Krishna and occupied a number of forts such as Mudgal, Raichtir, Sholaptr 
and Naldurg But he was defeated and chased by the Sultan’s army Jn the 
end he begged pardon and was finally granted the yagir of Rayachal 97 


Khandésh 


In 841/1437-38 ‘Aldu’d-din had to fight against his own father-in- 
law, Nasir Khan Fartigi of Khandésh The Sultan had married the daughter 
of the Raja of Sangaméshwar on whom he bestowed the title of Zéba Chahra 
Zeba Chahra and Nasir Khan’s daughter, Agha Zainab, entitled Mahka-1 
Jahiin, could not see eye to eye Malikha-1 Jahan complained to her 
fatotr of maitreitment on the part of * AYau'd din ‘Nasir Khan managed to 
get the help not only from Ahmad Shah of Gujarat but also from the Raja of 
Gondwana Moreover Nasir Khan was also able to enlist the sympathies of 
certain discontented families of Gujarat and to have his name read in Friday 
Khutbas This was a serious matter as it was difficult for the Bahmani army 
to face the joint forces of Khandésh, Guyarat and Malwa It was further 
weakened by the increasing cleavage between the Dakhnis and the Afaqis and 
each side ascribed the defeat of the Bahmini arms at Maha’im to the other. 
Khalaf Hasan retorted that if the Afagts had been left untrammelled by their 
rivals they would have won the diy To this the Dakhni group agreed more 
by way of taunt than otherwise The Sultan then ordered the Afaqis of tried 

96 ihe pease Ld at as See coi Hie to the north of Tungabhadra , see Sewell 


97 Fer 1,330, Burhan, 79 YVeluget, Inte, 13, wronel: 
. * + ; 45, guotes Kan Fist th 
Bahmant Dynasty, that it was Raichar which was eantee to Muhammad ener 
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merit to proceed to the north along with his own Mughal body-guard of 3,000 
picked men to accompany Khalaf Hasan along with other forces 98 


Khalaf Hasan went to Daulataibad, appointed Dakhnis and Habashis 
to guard the Gujarat frontier and proceeded to Berar to relieve the Bahmini 
forces entrapped there He then proceeded to Ronkhér Ghat jomung battle 
with Nasir Khan whom he put to flight pursuing him as far as his capital Bur- 
hanptr % Just then news was brought to the Commander that the armies of 
Gujarat and Malwa were marching to help Nasir Khan Khalaf Hasan now 
moved forward to Laling and jomed battle with the formidable allies It 
was a hard fought brittle but it resulted in the coniplete defeat of the allted forces 
leaving many elephants and a large booty on the battle-field It was not long 


after this battle that Nasir Khan died and was succeeded by Miran ‘Adi Khan 
who made peace with ‘ Alau’d-din 


Khalaf Hasan rode back in triumph to Bidar where he was received by 
the Sullan in person seven miles from the capital He ordered that in future 
the Affiqis should be on the right of the Throne and the Dakhnis and Habashts 


on his left, and this made the rift between the two sections of the population 
even more permanent 109 


Vyayanagar agam 


An interesting episode 1s recorded in the manner tn which Muslim soldiers 
were enlisted by Dévaraya of Vyayanagar When he approached the learned 
men of his court asking them why the Vyayanagar army had to suffer defeat 
at the hinds of the Bahnianis one of the groups said that they were destined 
to be defeated for thirty centuries more! while the other, more modern tn 
its outlook satd that the Muslims in the army were better fighters It was 
therefore decided to enlist two thousind Muslim archers in the Wyayanagir 
army 101 

About 


1442 or 1443 there was the usual dynastic turmoil at Vyayanagar 
and the Bah 


mani Sultan began to contemplate an attack on the Southern 
Kingdom apparently to collect the arrears of tribute from the Raya The 
Raya forestalled the invasion and ordered an attack on the Doab, capturing 
Mudgal and marching in full force right up to the banks of the Krshna '°? 
98 Fer, ¥, 331, 


99 Thusin Fer, 1,33! 
100 Fer, 1, 332 
101 Briggs II, 230.32 It 1$ interesting to note that a copy of the Qur'an was placed on 
a table next to the royal throne so that the Muslin should A obersance freely 
without sinning against their Jaws” Moreover they were accommodated in 6 
special quarter of the city and a Mosque built for them “Saletore op cit, II, 410 says 
1107 1420 the Vuayanagar army had 1000 * turushka * horsemen Further Sources 
102 See eee the names of certain Muslim Jigirdirs who no doubt held mulitary fiefs. 


D, IW, 115, for “Abdu'r Razzaq s version, and Seneil, 72 There is a vanance 


bat sea the two dates, but the sequence of events given here seems to be the only 


1332, Munt, U1, 77, Burhan, however says that he went as far as Asi 
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The Sultan was greatly worried and called all the tarafdars or governors with 
their forces to come and help him against the enemy He ordered Khalaf 
Hasan to engage the forces commanded by the Raya’s son at Ratchtir where 
the latter was wounded. He then proceeded to Bankaptir, where he defeated 
Dévaraya’s other son who had to fly from the battle-field The Sultan himself 
commanded his forces besieging Mudgal, where the Raya had shut himself up 

Continuous sorties on the part of the garrison were not helpful, and at last 
the Riya agreed to negotiate with the Sultan All the arrears of tribute were 
paid and the prisoners released, while the Sultan promised not to violate the 
inter-statal frontier in future '% 


in the meantime a new power had arisen 1n the north-eastern part of 
the east coast, namely Onssa. It appears that Kap:léndra or Kapiléswar 
usurped the throne of Orissa from Bhanudéva [V about 1434 with the help of 
the Bahmani Sultdn, but as both the powers were expansiomsts they soon came 
ito conflict. Kapiléndra was able to occupy the region with Rasahmundni as 
its capital and even siezed the great fort of Kondavidu.,!4 


Dévaraya II died on 24-5-1446 and was succeeded by his son Malli- 
karyuna 15 


The Chakan Affair and the end of Khalaf Hasan 

Although the recalcitrant Raja of Sangaméshwar had been forced to 
submit, all was not well with the western part of the Bahmani Kingdom, and 
it was in 850/1447-8 that Khalaf Hasan was commussioned to make short work 
of the rebellious elements there He started from the capital with a mixed 
force of Dakhnis and Afaqis and made Chakan, in the midst of the Maratha 
region, his headquarters It was easy enough to subdue the local chiefs but 
one chief in particular, Shankar Rao Shirké, gave him trouble When captured 
he embraced Islam (either by Way of cunning or by force), promised to pay an 
annual tribute and even offered to lead the Bahmani army through the thick 
jungles which separated them from Sangaméshwar.!¢¢ But it was not the 
whole army which followed the Commander, and it 1s related that quite a large 


103 Fer, 1,332, Munt, HI, 87 See Sewell and Aiyangar, op crt, 220 Burhan, 79, 1s rather 
confused with regard to the campaign With ‘Abdu’r Razziq's personal testimony, 
this 1s the only sequence which 1s possible 

104 Ramadas Pantulu Chronology of the Orissa Kungs, p 645 , RHAD, 1934 35, p 305 
Banery: History of Orissa, 303 Further Sources, I, 103, refers to the possibility of 

Kapiléshwar being defeated by Dévaraya II, but the account 1s not precise 

Sewell and Aiyangar, op cit, 220 Sewell, op cit, says that Devaraya died in 1444, 

While Further Sources, 112, puts hig death down in 1447 

Bombay Gazetteer, XXIV, 323, calls him Shankar Rao, while XXIV, 424, calls hum 

Shirké, which 1s a farly common Maratha surname Burhan, 82, says that he volun- 

tanly, though only outwardly, embraced Islim, while Fer, I, 334, says that he was 


a todoso But whateser the reason he did not long wait before renouncing thit 
ait 


105 


106 
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number of Dakhni and Habasht soldiers preferred to stay behind rather than 
face the hazards of a dense forest After having marched forward for some. 
time Khalaf Hasan became afflicted with dysentery Takmg advantage of the 
respite Shirké sent word to the Raja of Singaméshwar mentioning the plight 
of the Bahmani army The Raja thereupon sent a large army, surrounded the 
Bahmani forces and put to death Khalaf Hasan when he was down with dire 
pain, as well as thousands of his soldiers It was only a remnant of the 
Afaqis who reached Chakan to relate the sad story to the Dakhnis who had 
kept back 


On reaching Chakan, teaderiess as they now were, the Afaqis told the 
Dakhnis who had kept back that they would inform the Sultan of the Dakhnis’ 
treason, but they were forestalled by the Dakhnts who sent word to Bidar that 
the Afagis had been foolishly enmeshed by Shirké and had advanced to their 
doom in spite of their remonstrances The Sultin, enraged at the misplaced 
audacity of the Afaqis and the concocted story of their having spoken dis- 
respectfully of him, ordered Mushiru’l-Mulk to make short work of the rump 
who were im the fort at Chakan !07 But it so happened that some of the 
condemned persons managed to escape from the clutches of the Dakhnis and 
made way to Bidar dressed in women’s clothes The Sultan got to know the 
real facts of the case not only from them but also from such reliable persons as 
the members of the Kirm@ni family and their frends who pointed out to him 
that if they had been enemies of the Kingdom they would have fled to Guyarat 
or elsewhere rather than come to Bidar The Sultan now fell upon the per- 
petrators of the crime lke Mushiru’l-Mulk, promoted the Afaqis to high 
office, made one of them, Qasim Bég Mahku’t-Tuyar and Sarlashkar of 
Daulatibad tn place of the dead chief Khalaf Hasan and deposed Dakhnis 
from all places, including the Prime Minister Miyan Muina‘i-lah himself 


Tilangana and Malwa 

Apart from the King’s brother-in-law Jalal Kfjin’s rebellion and con- 
sequent turmoil at Mahttr, the last years of Ahmad Shih’s reign were 
compiratively peaceful In Tilangina the Sul{an’s own brother-in-law, 
Jalal Khan, ratsed the standard of revolt when he heard that Ahmad had died 
ofa malignant wound, and proclaimed himself King at Balkonda in 859/1454-55 
On the King’s approach, Jalal shut himselfin the citadel, while his son Sikandar 
proceeded to Mahtir to seek help from Mahmittd Khalt of Malwa who hid 
succecded Hoshing Ghori The intrepid Mahmid now allied himself with 
Mubarak Khan of Khindésh, crossed over to Mahtir tnd joimed hands with 
Stkindar When Mahmtd came to know that the news regarding ‘Alfu’d din 


107 See Jadbkira, $44 Briggs, Il, 33436 Fer, 1s not correct in saying that “ five or six 
thousand children” were also killed In fact there was only an Arab cavairy with 
3000 horse which was sent in the first instance 

103 = Munr, 111, 85, for Mina’l lih’s deposition 
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Ahmad’s death was false and that he was to face a large and powerful Bahmanti 
army, he retreated to his own Kingdom 10 We hear of Mahmtid Gawan, 
the future strong man of the Kingdom im connection with Jalal s rebellion, 
for the first time It was now that Mahmiid Gawain was made a mansabdir of 
1000 and ordered to suppress Jalal’s insurrection at Balkonda Meanwhile 
Sikandar had escaped from Mahtir, and on getting a promise of pardon from 
the commander, Mahmttd Gawan, persuaded his father to lay down his 
arms Shorn of all their power and ambition, the father and the son were 
helpless and frendless, but, perhaps owing to the intercession of Mahmfid 
Gawin the Sultan not merely gave them full pardon but actually regranted to 
them Balkonda in jagir !!° 


The King had taken a strenuous part in the late campaigns The 
malignant wound 1n his shin grew worse hastening his death which took place 
on 18-3-862/3-4-1458 It 1s said that the King used to discuss Hindu philosophy 
with Pandits and that he was comforted in his wWlness by Nysimha Saraswati, 
the saint of Gangaptr *"! 


Some Cultural Aspects 

As has been stated above, ‘Alau’d-din Ahmad II’s personality was 
in vivid contrast to the personality of his father The futile war with the three 
northern neighbours, Khandésh, Gujarat and Malwa, over his treatment of his 
wife Malika-1 Jahan, need not have been fought at all Then, the whole of the 
Dakhni-Afaqi affair of Chakan showed the weak mind that the Sultan had, 
for on a mere report he had the Afaqis massicred at Chakan and on another 
report he had the Dakhnis done to death In the beginning of his reign he was 
a man of fairly sober character and he tried to eradicate gambling, drinking, 
debauchery and crime But after the second Vyayanagar campaign he began 
to indulge in women and wine and gradually left off taking interest in the affairs 
of State 


There was, however, a silver lining m the dark cloud ‘If there ever was 
a purely communal outlook as between the Hindus and the Muslims of the 
Deccan 1t had disappeared by this ttrme The enrolment of the Muslims in 
the army of Vijayanagar, the possibility of an alliance between the Gayapatis of 
Orissa and the Bahmani Sultan, and the war between the Sultan and the Muslim 


109 Mabmad Khali (2436-79) was one of the most ambitious Kings of Malwa For the 
campaign see Burhan, 86 

110 Mabmid Giw4n was one of the Afaqis or Newcomers who came to Bidar in the wake 
of the influx of Iranians into India after Shah Ni‘matu! !ah’s death For Mahmtd 
Giwans antecedents the circumstances of his arnval at Bidar and his early career 
see Sherwani, Mahmtid Gawan, the Great Bahmanit Waztr, Chapter 1 See also 
Bahmants, 229 

{31 Thus finds mention in the Guruchartira a religious poem composed by a disciple of the 
Gangiptr sant BISMQ, IX, u, 6-16 
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rulers of Khandésh, Giyarat and Malwa, must have led to the gradual obhtera. 
tion of communalism On the other hand, in spite of the clash between the 
Dikhnis and the Newcomers, Iranian influence was making tts way into the 
culture of the region The beautiful calligraphic specimen in shulth by Mughtth 
of Shiriz on the domeless miusoleum of Shah Habtbu’l-luh at Bidar, with its 
slightly stilted arches, remind us of this influence The extensive use of 
multicoloured tiles especially deep blue, and deep green, of which some plaques 
remain, are a pointer to the Iraman influence in the Kingdom !!? This 
infimence 3 Seen to some adviniage m the consiruction, calied the 
Takht-: Kirmant at Bidar, a building which probably housed the takat or 
“ Throne ” of Shah Khalilw’l-lah himself The building has one large Persian 
arch flanked by two smill arches, cut-plaster jambs and other decorations 
The Chand Minar at the foot of Daulatibad Fort with a fairly long Persian 
Inscription in verse, erected in 849/1445 in the approved Persian style, reminds 
us of two other rather famous minarets of the same type, the minaret of Mahmad 
Gawan’s madrasa at Bidar erected in 876/1472, and the later solitary minaret of 
Ek Mimar Ki Masjid at Riaichtir, erected in 919/1514 


The Stahan traveller, Niccolo Cont:, who was in the country about the 
middie of the fifteenth century has left us an account of some particular aspects 
of Indian Ife as he experienced in south India What he says about Indian 
ships may have been the ships at anchor in the ports of the Deccan He says 
that they were larger than those built m Itahan shupyards and each ship bore 
five sails and is miny masts He adds that some of these ships were constructed 
in such a manner that if 1 part were shattered by storm the rematning portion 
would sifely accomplish the voyage to port In the sime way Conti says 
that the army used javelins, arm-pieces, round smelds, bows and arrows 
Writing particulirly of the armies of Central India he says that they made us¢ 
of ballistwe and bombarding machines as well as siege pieces It sounds 
strange that pestilence was unknown and the people were “ not exposed to the 
diseases which carry off the population im our own days "U2 


TA 
Further Tensions 
“ALAU'D-DIN HUMAYUN 
7-5-1458 — 4-9-1461] 
Humayan's Accession 
The short reign of * Alfu’d din Humaytin Shih is full of storm and stress 
mainly owing to his harsh temperament and partly to the continuous and 


i112) For the beautiful plaques preserved in the Fort see RHAD, 1929 30, pp 23 and 24 
Also Yazdint, Bidar, its History and Monuments, in which coloured reproductions 
have been included 


113° The narrative ts included in Major India in the Fifteenth Century, 1857, pp 21 32. 
Contr was tn India in 1444 
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increasing rift between the Afaqis and the Dakhnis Even when he was the 
Crown Prince he was prone to lose temper and there was so much conster- 
nation on the death of Ahmad and the ihelthood of Humaytfin ascending the 
throne that some of the nobles fled from the country, while others proclaimed 
Humiaytin’s younger brother Hasan Khanas King But Hasan’s kingship did 
not last many minutes and, supported by huis brother-in-law, Shah Muhibbu’l- 
lah, Humiyfin unsetted his brother, imprisoned him and himself ascended the 
Turquoise Throne !!4 


Immediately on his accession Humayfin showed his inclinations towards 
the Afaqis by appointing Khwija Mahmid Gilant (Gawain) as his Prime 
Minister, as he had proved his worth in the last reign and “ excelled in wisdom 
among the Arabs and ‘ Ayamis “''5 Mahmtd Gawain was thereupon made 
Maltku't-Tugar, Governor of Byapur and Wakil-1 Saltanat as well as the 
virtual Commander-in-Chtef of the Army The King also appointed Malik Shah, 
reputed to belong to the House of Changiz, tirafdar of Tilangana, and his 
own cousin Sikandar, who must have become a favourite in Court circles 
again, the army commander of the same province 
Sthandar’s Rebellion 

Evidently Sikandar was not satisfied with this arrangement and joined 
hands with his father, who stil! held the Balkonda jagtr, to fight Humaytin 
The rebels were actually marching towards Golhonda when the King heard of 
the rebellion and he forthwith sent Khwaj-1 Jahan Malik Shah (also called 
Khwaya-1 Jahan Turk) against them Hum@yn offered peace but Sikandar 
haughtily rejected the repeated offers and sard that the only way he would 
be satisfied would be if he were given the province of Tilangana im its entirety 
The two armies met with the King in the centre, flanked by Khwayja-1 Jahan 
and Maliku’t-Tuyar Mahmid Gawan In the thick of the fight Sikandar fell 
from tus horse and was trampled to death Jalal now betook himself ta 
Balkonda fort which was besieged by Maliku't-Tuyar and Khwayja-1 Jahan 
But Jalal perhaps felt agomsed at the death of ns son and begged the two leaders 
to intercede on his behalf He offered all his treasures provided his life was 
saved He was, however, imprisoned for his repeatedly treasonable conduct 
Tilangana and Orissa 

During the last campaign Sikandar and Jalal had been helped by the 
chiefs of Tilangana, in particular Linga the chef of the Vélamas Humaytn 
114 The period of Humaytn’s rergn 1s disputed, but Fer, Burhan, and Zaf, agree that he 

died on 27 or 28 11 865/3 or 49 1461 There are two coins in the Hyderabad State 
Museuni of the year 866 but they may well be ‘‘ some of the vaganes of the Deccan 
Numusmatics” See Speight “Coins of the Bahmant Kings,” IC, 1935, p 298, 
Shervan: = “* Bahmani Corns as a source of Deccan History, ° Potdar Conunemoration 


Volume, at p 214, Abdul Wali Khan Bahmant Corns in the Andhra Pradesh State 


Museum, p 116, the title Alau’d din on pp 176, 177, Pl! XXI and XXII 
115 Burhan, 88 
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now made up his mind to reduce the Vélamas once for all and the Bahmant 
army was able to reach Déwarkonda The King now ordered Khwaya-1 
Jahan Turk and Nizamu’l-Mulk to besiege the strong fortress Linga now 
appeiled not only to the other chiefs of Tilangana but also to the strong and 
ambitious Kapiléshwar of Orissa for help Kapiléshwar had already made 
himself lord of corstal Andhra as far as Kondavidu and had won several 
battles against Vyayanagir ''6 He sent his general Hamvira to Linga’s help, 
and on lus arrival Linga sallied out of the Fort in such a way that the 
Bahmanl army wis surrounded on all sides and defeated with great loss 
Hamvira now marched on to Warangal, which was captured on 22-2-1460, 
and ousted the Bahmani army from Raytichal which he made his headquarters 
Humayiin blamed Nizamu’l-Mulk, a Dakhni, for the debacle and he had to 
fly for his life to Malwa "7 

Hasan Khan’s Rebellion 


While Humayfin wis in Tilangina he got the news from Bidar that 
YOsuf Turk had managed to release Prince Hasan Khiin, Hobibu lah 
and hundreds of others who had been implicated in the plot against Humaytin 
on his accession The kotwal’s men barred the way, and in the fight Jalal 
Khan the octogenarian rebel of Balkonda, and many others were killed, while 
Hasan and Habibu’l-lah dressed themselves as mendicants and fled to Bir the 
seat of Habibu’l-lah’s yagir Once at Bir, Hasan again proclaimed himself 
Sultan But he and his partisans had to face the roval army, and were defeated 
They were trying to make their way to Vyayinagar but were entrapped by the 


Vice-Governor of Byapur Habibu f-lah was killed in the fray while Hasan 
was despatched in chains to Bidar 18 


Hasan and his party arrived at the cipital in Sha‘ban 864/May-June, 
1460 Humaytn had to face rebellions practically all the tume since he became 
King and now he gave vent to his most cruel propensities in his vengeance 
against Hasan and his followers He had Hasan thrown before hungry tigers, 
and ordered that some of Hasan’s adherents be cist into boiling ciuldrons and 
others thrown before wild beasts and mad elephants The tragic episode 
ended with the promotion of a number of Dakhnis, one of whom was Malik 
Hasan Bahry, the progenitor of the Nizam Shahi Kings of Ahmadnagar '!9 
116 For Bahmant Campaign against Linga and his allies see G V Rao, op cit LHC, 1938, 


P 274,K Isvara Dutta ‘ Wars of Vyayanagar against Kalingadééa,” Kalingadéfa 


. tay P 360, Felugot, Inte, p 37, Banerp op eit , 1, 29293, Further Sources 


117 Fer, 1 340 Says that Ni 
of his execution 


118 Fer, 1, 342 Burhan, 93 The names of some of the leaders of the coup show that 
the plot was engineered only by the Afaqts 


119 roe 95 For Mahk Hasan’s antecedents see Afunt , II, 40, AMfa’athir 1 Rahtot, i, 
» Kincaid and Parasnis History of the Marathas I, 67 


zamu 1 Mulk escaped to Malwa but Burhan, 92, has the story 
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Humaytin died or was kalled by a maid-servant on 28-11-865/4-9-1461. 


Retrospect 

Humiiy fin’s psychology ts one of the enigmas of the history of the Deccan 
Fenshta paints him in the blackest of colours possible, ascribing to him the 
most heinous crimes, and affixes to his name the sobriquet Za/un (The Cruel) 
without any reserve Burhanis no doubt moderate tn its tone, but agrees with 
Ferishta that people were so tired of his tyranny that the poet Naziri wrote a 
chronogram in which he praised God for having put anend to Humiaytin’s life 120 


}11s not proper for one to estimate the character of a historical personage 
without trying fully to evaluate the atmosphere of the period in which he 
Inved and worked Humayfin reigned for Jess than four years, one notices that he 
was always on the defensive and thereis not a single campaign of aggresston 
undertaken by himin his reign The address he delivered on his accession’?! 
shows the Ingh :deals winch he set before himself, 1t was difficult for him to hive 
up to them as his reign was marred by almost continuous rebellions and attempts 
on his throne and life Itis noticeable that throughout these very unpleasant 
episodes he followed a policy of compromise and was forgiving right up to the 
middle of 864/1460 It 1s but natural that he was enraged by the repeated 
aitempts of the Afaqus at dethronmg him and puttmg Hasan on the throne 
It is really after the second proclamation of Hasan as King that Humaytin 1s 
said to hive given vent to hiscruel propensities He had to go through a life 
and death struggle with Hasan’s followers, and when his enemies were caught 
he gave them no quarter It 1s to Mahmiid Gawan’s credit that he tried to 
influence Humady iin to adopt an attitude of compromse, but he retired mto the 
backgraund when all such hopes were shattered Itis the Afaqi historians Ihe 
Ferishta and Tabataba who hive considered the last desperate years of Hum- 


&yOn's reign to be typical and placed 1 haill-mark of “The Cruel” to his name on 
that basis 


On the other hind Mahmitd Gawan, who began to steer the affatrs of 
State durmy this reign and who was frank and sometimes bitter to a fault, 1s 
all praise for Humayfin’s character, not merely tn the ode he wrote to the 
Suljan,'?? but also in a personal letter he wrote to the Sultan of Gilan '*4 


It ts therefore clear tht the picture of Humaytin’s character as punted 
by Ferishta and other Indo-Perstan chroniclers has magnified the king’s defects 


120 fer, I, 344, Briggs, If, 464, Burhtn, 95 

121 Burhan, 8&9 

122) The influence of this propaganda 1s noticeable by the attmbution of the destruction of 
Kumay6n'’s tomb to the diabolical acts of his cruelty, while the dome was actually 
destroyed by Ightning only as recently as 1300/1882 -3, see Bashiru’d-din Wagar 
Afamlukati Boyapdr, UL, 127 

123) Mabmitd Giwin Riyaze'l Insha, No 145, p 390 

124 Ibid, No 21, page 102. 
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to such an extent that it 1s difficult to recognise the real man among the mult. 
tude of crimes which have tarnished his name If we judge him on the basis of 
the recorded events of his reign we must come to the conclusion that Humayin 
was a ruler of the ordinary Bahmani type but was at the same time intent on 
striking a balance between the two groups of the ruling aristocracy Internal 
turmoil, intrigue and bad faith, however, cost hrm ail his projects and even his 
reputation 


x 
The Rule of the Regency 
NIZAMU’D-DIN AHMAD III 
(4-9-1461—30-7-1463) 
Council of Regency 
On Humiayiin’s death his son, who was barely eight, succeeded hum 

with the title of Nizamu’d-din Ahmad 25 The late King had wisely nom 
nated a Council of Regency to look after the affairs of the Kingdom consisting 
of Khwaya-1 Jahan Turk, Malku’t-Tuyar, Mahmtid Gawan and the dowager- 
queen Makhduma-1 Jahan Nargis Bégam, who had a kind of casting vote 17° 
Everyday, when the boy king sat on the throne he was flanked by Khwayja-1 
Jahn on his right and Maliku't-Tuyar on hus left, while matters of State were 
carned on with the Queen through a lady attendant named Mah Band 
Although there were two sagacious male members of the Triumvirate, it was 
the master mind of the great lady which ruled the State during the reigns of two 
of her sons, Ahmad III and Muhammad III 


The reign begin with a general amnesty to those who had been imprisoned 
by the late King for political offences or violent factional leanings The 
Regency continued the patronage of the learned and those who had served the 
State well '?? In spite of the sagacity of the Council, however, there were 
bickerings in the minds of both Dakhnis and Afaqis, the former because the 
Council wis dominated by the Afaqi elements and the latter because the princi- 
ple on which the Council wis working seemed to be a direct negation of the 


hegemony of the Afagis, by the policy of compromise which it continued 10 
pursue 


The period of the Regency was taken up too much by the wars imposed 
on the Deccan by Kapiléshwar of Orisst and Mahmtd Khali of Malwa to 
be productive of much culture Still there are two monuments, one civil 


425. Both Fer, and Burhan call him Nizam Shah bot there is no doubt that his full ttle 
was Nizimu’d din Ahmad This 1s mentioned in Mahmttd Gawdn’s letter to Sharkb 
Dawid, Riyaz, xix, 95, and 1s fully corroborated by the King’s coins, for which sec 


*Abdu'l Wall Khan op cit 123127, Speight ‘ Corns of the Bahmant Kings" JC, 
1935, at p 299 
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and the other mi:tary, which can be traced to this period, namely Gagan 
Mahal and Tarkash Mahi! within the Bidar Fort and the strong walls and 
bastions of the Kalyani Fort The Fort at Kalyani 1s “ almost impregnable 
against the war apparatus of those days, “!* while the Tarkash Mahal at 
Bidar has the peculianty of having a large fountain at the top of the roof 


Orissa 

The first to take advantage of a boy king onthe Bahmanil throne was 
Kapiléshwar who tried to follow up his success during the last reign and invade 
the Deccan, advancing to within 10 KOs from Bidar He had the audacity 
even to demand an indemnity from the King The courageous dowager-queen 
allowed her son to go and fight the invaders with Khwayja-1 Jahan Turk and a 
large army On confronting the enemy the youthful Sultan sent a message to 
Kapiléshwar that it was well that he had come to Bidar otherwise he would 
have had to go to Orssa and extract the tribute wluch was due The two armies 
came to grips quickly and the battle ended in a rout of the Orssans, and they 
had to pay a large indemmity to the Bahmani Sultan !29 


Malwa and Guyarat 

The onslaught by Mahmtid Khali of Malwa proved to be far more 
serious There were evidently two parties at Shadiabad-Mands, the capital of 
Malwa, one favouring an understanding with the Deccan led by Khalafu’l- 
Mashai,h and the other bent on war, led among others, by men like Nizgamuw’l- 
Mutk who had fled from the Deccan In the end the bellicose section led by 
Mahmid Khalji got the upper hind It was m 866/1461-62 that he mvaded 
the Deccan He ws, however, not alone, as he had managed to ally himself 
with Kapiléshwar as well asthe ruler of Khandésh Thus tyme also the Queen 
allowed the youthful Sultan Nizgamu’d-din Ahmad to lead the army himself 
accompanied both by Khwaja-1 Jahan Turk and Mahku’t-Tuyar Mahmud 
Gawan One thing ts noticeable in the formation of the defensive force, and 
it ts that both the sections of the ruling aristocracy, the Afagis and the Dakhntis, 
Were represented there 79 Inthe fierce battle which ensued at Qandhar the 
boy King took an actiye part and he had the veteran fighter Mahmtid Khalji 
himself opposing him Mahmitid had dug a large trench in front of his position 
and the brunt of the fighting therefore fell on the night and the left flanks The 
battle was fiercely fought and was within an ace of being won by the Deccani 
forces when an arrow struck the elephant of Sikandar Khan and the animal 
Stampeded into the Bahmani army Sthandar was greatly alarmed, removed 
the boy Sultan from his horse and rode post-haste to Bidar 3! On seeing 


128 RHAD, 1934-35, p 19 

129 Fer ,1, 343, Burhtn, 9} Banern Histor) of Orissa, ¥,296 dusbchieves that the Onssan 
army was defeated, but gives no valid reason for the surmise 

130 Fer, 1 343 

131 Fer, I, 345 


182 ” THE BAHMANIS 


the royal mount bare, the whole of the Deccan army was 1n turmoil and humed 
back without achieving the victory that was almost with its grasp When 
Khwaja-1 Jahan Turk reached Bidar he complained to the Queen-mother of 
the indiscretion of Sikandar Khan and had him imprisoned On the other 
hand Sikandar’s partisans petitioned the Queen that his solitary fault was 
to extricate the Sultan from the highly dangerous situation at Qandhir Thus 
a party was formed at the Court which was against Khwaja 1 Jahan Turk ' 


Mahmiid Khali now pushed forward to Bidar and besteged the Bahmanl 
capital In the meantime the Queen had pliced Mallfi Khan Dakhni incharge 
of the Fort and removed the Court to Firdz’s second capital, Firdzabad on the 
Bhima Mahmtid had already occuprted the rich districts of Berar, Bir, and 
Daulatabad, and it was not difficult for him to occupy the city of Bidar He 
then faid siege to the citadel 133 It was at this critical juncture that the Queen 
and Mahmiid Gawan imtiated a policy which was to prove fruitful many a 
time in future namely to invite Sultan Mahmiid of Gujarat to help the Deccan 
aginst the intruders '34 = Although a section of the Gujarati nobles did not 
want the young monarch, then only 13, to leave Gujarat, Mahmiid, later 
nicknamed Bégada, insisted on helping the Deccan against Malwa and 
proceeded directly with 80000 soldiers towards the Deccan A Bahmant 
contingent of 6 000 horse under Mahmiid Gawdn joined the Guyarat forces at 
Bit The combined armies then mirched to Bidar, the citadel which was 
valtantly defended by Mallfi Khan Dakhnt At the sume time the Court at 
Mirdzabad had sent Khwayd-1 Jahan Turk to help Mahmtid Gavan = Thus, 
hemmed in on all sides, Mahmud Khalji had no choice but to retrace his steps 
to Malu1 He hurried back 1:4 Burhanpir and Astr pursued by Khwaja! 
Jahan and wheeled round to Mandt va Gondwara and Elichptir On his 
Wy many thousands of hts men dted of heat and lack of w wer, and when he 
arnved bick at MandO it wis with 1 decimated army 135 


It was not long however, thit Mahmitd agin left Manda on his third 
invasion of the Deccan, on 26 3-867/19 12-1462 On the wav he met a delega- 
tron of the ruler of Khandésh promising homage and foyalty He marched 
straight to Danlatabad, which ws besieged Knowing thit it would be difficult 
to subdue the fort by fur means he enticed the Governor by promising him 
his safe conduct if he submitted This was done and Mahmfid entered the 
fort. Meanwhile the Bahniiny King had again requested the help of 
Mahmad Bégada, and it was While the Khaljt wis at Daulatabad im Rayab 
132. Burhan 99, Fer, 1,445 
133 UN Day MWedesal AMfalna, 154, Fer, I, 345 
134 The letter Was written at Mahmaod Gawin's instance, see Fer,] S$ Mabmid 
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867/April, 1463 that he came to know that the King of Gujarat was already on 
the frontier. He therefore immediately retraced his steps hame 136 


Three months alter this, Nizamu’d-din Ahmad died the very night of 
his marriage, on 13-11-867/30-7-1463 


xI 
The Age of Mahmid Gavan 
SHAMSU'D-DIN MUHAMMAD III 
(30-7-1463-—26-3-1482) 


A. The Regency 
Murder of Khuaja-t Jahgn Turk 
Shamsu’d-din was between nine and ten when he ascended the throne 
on the sudden death of ms brother Ahmad IU, under the title of Shamsu’d-din 
Muhammad 137 The sagactous Queen-mother appointed emment scholars to 


be royal tutors, and this tuition made Muhammad one of the most accomplished 
of the Bahmani Kings 


The Queen-mother had a rancour against Khwaja-t Jahan Turk for 
having sent Sikandar Khan tn confinement because he had extricated her son 
Nizamu’d-din Ahmad ftom the dangerous predicament agaimst the Khalyl 
army He had also altenated the sympathies of a powerful section of the 
amtrs by his high-handed behaviour He managed to send away Mahmid 
Gawan to distant frontier provinces and 1t was rumoured that he was prone to 
dishonesty and embezzlement © The Queen-mother was waiting for an 
opportumty and Khwaja-) Jahtin had to py with his life for his continued 
misbehaviour He was murdered in 870/1465-66 Thus ended the Triumvirate 
which had ruled the Kingdom after Humayiin’s death on 4-9-1461 


B Astendency of tahmiad Gavan 


It was about this time that the young Sultan was married with great 
pomp The sagacious queen who had been a unifying factor in the strife-torn 
Kingdom, now retired from active politics and handed over full charge to her son 
although Muhammad continued to consult his mother on matters of policy 138 
Khwaja-1 Jahan Turk had already been removed, and with the retirement of 
the Queen the stage was set for the formal investiture of Mahmud Gavan as 
Prime Minister Ina thoughtful address delivered on the occaston the King 
dwelt briefly on the theory of Kingship and declired that with the consent of 
hts mother he was making Mahmtd Gawan Prnme Mimster, giving chirge of 
136 


Day Medieval Malug, 156 & relying mostly on Maathir: Mahimadshaht, {o) 
237b -242a Also see Burhan, 105 
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all the provinces of the Kingdom and authority over matters great and small 139 
He was granted the title of Khwaji-1 Jahan and many more high 
sounding titles 4° The premership of Khwaja-1 Jahan, for :t is by ths 
title that he is remembered, saw the extension of the Bahmani Kingdom from 
the Coromandel Coast to the Arabian Sea, while its spheres of influence 
touched the Orissa border in the north to Kanchi tn the south 


Makhmid Gawan's general policy 

The antagonism between the two groups of the ruling aristocracy was 
a stumbling block in the path of the Khwaja, and even when he was leading 
arduous campaigns in the west the group opposed to him actually hindered 
his progress by withholding troops and war material from him '4! In spite 
of this, when it came to the distribution of governorships and high office, he 
held the balance even between the Dakhnis and the Afagis Thus he made 
Mahk Hasan Nizamu’l-Mulk Sarlashkar of Tilangana, Fathu’l-lgh, “ the 
wisest of the subordinates of Khwaya-1 Jahan Turk” Sarlashkar of Berar, 
Yusuf ‘Adu, one of the ablest of Turkish nobles, Sarlashhar of Daulatabad, 
Junair and Chakan, while he himself retuned the charge of Byapur !4* 


Not only did the Khwaya try to hold the balance between the Afaqis and 
the Dakhnis but also to win over the sympathies of the Hindu population 
His suggestion to the King that Parkéta of Belgiim be pardoned and made an 
amir of the Kingdom must have paved the way for the concihation of the 
Maratha people It was no doubt at his instance that the Kingdom jomed 
hands with Vyayinagar against Kapiléshwar of Ornssa and assistance 
given to Hamvira Another instance of the cordial relations of the 
Bahmanis and the Hindus would be found in the help which Bhim Singh, 
Chief of Mudhal, gave to Mahmtd Gawain in sciling the steep ramparts of the 
fort of Khéina by means of iguanis or ghorpars, leading to the grant of the title 
of Raya Ghorparé Bahadur, a title which 1s held by the scions of the Mudhdl 
family to this day 143 
Some Cultural Aspects 


Perhaps the most endunng work of Mahmid Gawan ts the construction 
and foundation of the great College at Bidar which still reminds a visitor of 
the love of learning which the minister hid Even now with one of the two 
minirets and half its frontage destroyed by a gunpowder explosion in 1107] 
1695 6 it 1s one of the most sigmificant landmarks of the city, and :ts remaining 
139 See Burhan, 11, for the whole address 
140 Titles in Fer, Il, 348 
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solitary minaret 1s seen for miles around The minaret rises to a height of a 
hundred feet, while the length of the edifice extends to 205 feet and width to 
180 feet It was once surrounded by a large courtyard with nearly a thousand 
cubicles where learned men and teachers of renown congregated from all parts 
of the East and students were provided with food and dress free of cost '** 
This was the great Madarsa which the Khwaja completed and commissioned 
in 876/1471-2 It is still the glory of the Deccan and an example of “ the 
beautiful Persian architecture in glazed tiles developed under the later Mongols 
and at the Court of the Great Timiir,”!45 and that ‘ it ranks among the 
greatest architectural creations in the East ”!46 


The well-hLnown Russian traveller, Athanasius Nikitin who was tn the 
Deccan under the assumed name of Khwaja Ytisuf Khurdsani, from 1469 to 
1474, says that Bidar was ‘“‘the chief town of the whole of Mahomedan 
Hindustan "'47 The city was 15 miles long and as much broad, while trade 
abounded 1n horses, cloth, silk, pepper and many other varieties of merchandise 
Nikitin says that Bidar (meaning the Kingdom) was a rendezvous of people 
from all pirts of India There were seaports Ityhe Mustafabad-Dabul, which 
was a market for horses from far and near He says that the nobles were 
carried in silver palanquins preceded by twelve caparisoned chargers and 
followed by a hundred horsemen He spxcially mentions the High Court of 
Justice which was situated within the Fort 


Nikitin had the privilege of sceing the Sultan going to ‘Id prayers’ 
He was riding a golden saddle, dressed in embroidered garments with a large 
diamond ghittermg on his head-dress Of the minster, Mahmtd Gawan, he 
says that 500 invitees sat down to dine with him everyday, and not ail of them 
belonged to the ruling aristocracy, while his mansion was guarded by a hundred 
armed men and ten torch-bearers by night 
Mala 


It was not long before tension reappeared between Malwa and the Deccan, 
this time on the clam of Mahmtd Khalyi to Elchptr and Mahtir Khérla 
had already been occupied by the Malwese forces and renamed Mahmtidabad 
after the name of the Sultiin It appears that Malik Parvéz, Ytsuf ‘Adil’s 
representative at Daulatabad belonged to the group opposed to Mahmiid Gawan 
and he actually sent a petitton to Mandt for help against the Mrznister '48 
Mahmtd decided to send an army to Ehchptr in Rabr ‘11 871/November 1466 


a 
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Although the attack was made with full force and the Bahmani army defeated, 
Elichptr was not occupied and the Malwese forces retired to Khéyla, 


The nevt year, 872/1467-8, the Bahmani army under Nizamu'l-Mulk 
proceeded to besiege Kh€sla 9? The battle was severe, and it ended with 
heavy losses sustained by the Malwese army and the imprisonment of the 
Malwese Commander Khérla was occupied by the Bahmani army, and 


the Malwese forces, or what was left of them, were allowed to march out of 
the fortress 


The campaign brought home to Mahmud Khali the difficulty of subduing 
the Deccan: forces especially when the Sultan of Gujarat was at the beck and 
call of the Bahmant Sultan Some very interesting pourparlers were carned 
on between the two Kingdoms and are reported in the letters of Mahmid 
Gawan '50 By the treaty which was signed by Shatkh Ahmad on behalf of 
the Deccan and Salamu I-lah Auhadi on behalf of Malwa, tt was decided that 
Khérla be handed over to Malwa and Berar to be kept by the Deccan It 
was also decided to exchange envoys between the two States The peace which 
Ws now signed was the direct outcome of the policy of Mahmfid Gawan and 
lasted till the end of the Bahmani State 


Orissa 


We have followed the exploits of Kapil@shwar of Orissa up to his defeat 
at the hands of Khwaya-1 Jahan Turk His last years were further marred by 
hus defeat in 1470 atthe hands of a coalition of the Bahmant Sultan and Vyaya- 
nagar, the Government of winch had passed into the hands of the Minister 
Sajuva Narasimha who was soon to oust Virtpaksh? Raya from the throne 
and found a new dynasty '5' A short while after this, news arrived of 
the death of Kapiléshwar and a Struggle for power between Mangal Rar and 
Hamvira 52) Hamvira now petitioned Muhammad JII for help On 
Mahmtid Gawan’s recommendation Mahk Hasan Bahri (the progenitor of 
the Nizam Shabits of Ahmadnagar), forced Mangal Rai to vacate the throne in 
favour of Hamvira But Hamvira was not able to retain his authority, for 


a a 
149 eae in Fer, I, 346 Burhan, 109, how ever, says that the campaign was undertaken in 
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Mangal R& gathered strength and overthrew him, becoming Raya under the 
title of Purush6ttam However that may be, Malik Hasan was able to conquer 
and occupy Rajahmundr: on his way bach He was received by the Sultan with 
great deference and was granted a robe of honour and title of Nigamu’l-Mulk 


The Western Campaigns 

It was now that Mahmfiid Gawan showed his mettle as a great general. 
The northern and eastern frontiers of the Kingdom had been duly rectified 
The western coastal plains, the Konkan and the Désh had only nominally been 
under Bahmani rule but had never been effectively occupied, and the massacre 
of Khalaf Hasan and his men wasa blot onthe reputation of the Bahmani arms 
Two of the local chiefs, the Raya of Khé]n1 and of Sangaméshwar were particu- 
larly obnoxious as their adherents waylaid caravans, and intercepted and looted 
Bahmani ships at sea. 


Mahmud Gawin made up his mind to pacify the whole of the western 
coast and led a series of campargns In the first campign he took the young 


Sulfan with him and reduced Hubli thus protecting the southern flank of the 
army 


The next campatgn was far more difficult and was undertaken by the 
Khwaja in 874/1469-70 He begged the Sultan not to lead the army thts time 
The Khwaja proceeded first to Kolhaptir and made it his heidquarters Soon 
Mahmiid found that his cavalry was of no use in the mountamous regions 
Which faced him, and he sent it bick On the other hand he received rein- 
forcements from Dabul and Karhad as well as from Junnar, Chakan and Chaul 
It was not, however, pitched battles which he had to fight, as the enemy had 
recourse to guenlla warfare which went on for weeks, and when the rainy 
season arrived the Bahmini army had to retire to Kolhaptir '53 


When the rains had subsided the Khwaja emerged from his retreat, 
marched to the fort of Raingna and took it after great struggle and offers of 
“ frankish cloth, bejewelled belts, Arab steed and priceless material to the 
defenders,'54 who handed the fort over to lim on 20-1-875/19-7-1470 '55 
From Raingna he marched to Michal, “ the largest fort in the vicinity,” 
Which was surrendered on 22-7-875/14-1-1471 156 


: While the Khwaja was advancing step by step towards his objective 

the island of Goa,” the party opposed to him at the capital was already busy 
Poisoning the King’s ears against him and keeping back reinforcements which 
he needed so much 157 But undaunted, he continued to make progress, 
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and was able to subdue the forts of Bulwara, Minad and Nagar, after which he 
again retired to Kolhaptir for the rainy season '58 With the change in the 
weather, he marched to the fort of Sangam@shwar, “ second only to Junnar in 


its strength,’ and the great fort opened its gates almost without bloodshed, 
on 29 6-876/13-12-1471 159 


The whole objective of the campaign was Goa which was a protectorate 
of Vyayanagar It was now that the Strategyof the Khwaja was seen 
to its best advantage He hd first reduced Hubli, then Khé]na and Sangamésh- 
war, barely 40 miles from Goa Even as tt was, Mahmiid Gawan did not go 
ahead to Goa but sent As‘ad Khanand Kishwar Khan in advance and ordered 
his son ‘Ah to cover their march = This Strategy was successful, and when the 
main army arrived at Goa thecity which was “ the envy of the islands and forts 


of India and famed for its chmate, its coconuts and betelnuts” opened its 
gates on 20-8-876/1-2-1472 160 


Having gatned his objective the Khwaja retraced his steps towards the 
capital which he reached on 10-12-876/19-5-1472 after having been away for 
nearly three years Contrary to expectations he was received with preat joy 
by the Sultan He was presented robes of honour and the dowager-Queen 
did him the great honour of actually appearing before him The Sultan also 
gave him high flown titles and added Goa and Kolhapitir to his Byapurcharge '*! 


The last two campugns in the western region were undertaken without 
Mahmiid Gawin’s personal leadership but were, ina way, a continuation 
of his policy Itwas Ytsuf ‘Adil Khan, the recently appointed Governor of 
Daulatabad, who had to quell the insurrections of the Iocal chiefs of Antir 
and Virakhéra, and on the successful end of bis mission he was accorded great 
honours by the Sultan Witha strong man like Ytisuf ‘Adil at Daulatabad 
there was little danger of restiveness in that quarter But Goa was a far cry 
In the later part of 1472 it was reported that Parkéta of Belgam and the Sipahdar 
of Banhaptir were about to raise an insurrection in the locality Although the 
Khwaja wanted to lead the campaigns himself, the King was perhaps influenced 
by the party which did not wish fresh laurels to be won by the Khwaja and 
persuaded the Sultan to Jead the expedition in person Accompanied by 
Mahmtd Gawan, the King left the capital for the south-west on 15-10-87] 
15-3-1473  Belgam fort was one of the strongest in that part of the country, 
and the Sultan ordered that it be besieged On the other hand Parkéta tried 
to bmbe the leaders of the powerful Bahmani army Escalade was impossible 
as the moat was filled by the Bahmants by day and cleared by the defenders 
158 Wid, it, 189, Ixxvs, 248 
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by night The only way to take the fort was by springing gunpowder mines 
under the walls of the fort, and this was done by Mahmid Gawan, Ytsuf 
‘Adil Khan and Fathw’l-lah ‘Imadu’l-Mulk When the walls were breached 
Parkéta’s submission became a matter of hours Belgim was bestowed on 
Mahmild Gawain as aydgir while Parketa was made an amir of the Kingdom !6 
It was as a result of the successful campugn led by the Sultan thit he assumed 
the title of Lashkari or Warrior on the petition of Mahmiid Gawan 


On the way back to Bidar the whole army and the court was stricken 
with grief at the death of the dowager-Queen who had accompanied her son 
and perhaps could not endure the hardships which the campaign entailed 
For Mahmiid Gawan it was a personal loss, which was forcibly expressed in 
his letters 163 


C Decline and Fall of Mahmad Gavan 


Admimstratne Reforms 

With the Bahmani State now extending from sea to sea, touching the 
borders of Khandésh in the north, the line of the Tungabhadra in the south, 
Goa in the south-west and Orissain the north-east, an active mind like Mahmtid 
Gawan’s strongly felt that some kind of administrative reforms were needed 
Muhammad I had divided the Kingdom into four atraf or provinces, and now 
these atra@f were redivided into erght sarlashkarships Two provinces, Gawil 
and Mahtir, were carved out of the old taraf of “ Berar,” Daulatabad and 
Junnir made up the old “ Daulitabad,” Byapur and Gulbarga represented 
the old saraf of “ Gulbarga, ” while the old ‘ Tulangam,” with new additions, 
Was divided into two charges, Rajahmundri and Warangal Not content with 
halving the territorial Jimits of the provinces Mahmitd removed certain 
tracts from the jurisdiction of the Governors and placed them directly under 
the King as Kha@sa-1 Sultan or Royil Domam, thus checking the power of 
“ne Governors within their own charges A third and even more important 
reform was what may becalled the de-infeud tion of military authority toa certain 
extent In future there was to be only one fortress under the direct command of 
the Governor, while the Commanders of all the other forts were to be appointed 
by the Central Government Not content with this, the Khwaja curbed the power 
of the mans bdars or yagirdars by making them responsible for the number of 
Soldiers kept in lieu of the income of their yagirs He was to be paid in cash at 
the rate of one lakh hons (later raised to a Jakh and a quirter) or a jagir of that 
amount for every 500 men underarms In case the incumbent spent more, he 
W's compensated for the excess, but if he fatled to maintain the stipulated number 
of soldiers he had to refund the proportionate amount to the royal treasury 
162 Fer, 1, 352, Burhan 121 This was the first occasion in the Deccan that use was made 
of gunpowder in reducing a fortress by springing mines 
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Listly, Mahmfid Gawan was one of the earliest ministers of Medieval 
India to order a systematic measurement of Jand, fixing the boundanes of 
villages and making an enquiry regarding the assessment of revenue '* 


Mahmtid Gawan divided the newly-created provinces judiciously among 
the two sections of the ruling anstocracy, the Dakhnis and the Afagis He 
made ‘ImadwlMulk and Nizdmu'l-Mulk, both Dakhnis, sarlashkars of 
Mahtir and Gulbarga respectively, and made Prince A‘zam son of the rebel 
Sikandar, sarlashkar of Warangal Of the Afaqis he gave charge of Daulatabad 
and Junntir to YOsuf ‘Adil Khan and Fakhru’l-Mulk Gilani respectively while 
he kept the province of Byapur to himself 


Cultural Contacts 

Being himself a man of great cultural and hterary merit he came in 
close contact with men of learning all over the regron where Persian was spoken. 
Among those with whom the Khwija was in close contact was Maulana Jam! 
who was in regular communication with him, and in one of the letters the 
Khwaja wrote to hum, he begs him to grace the Deccan by his presence.!® 
We also find him writing to the biographer of Timir, ‘Ali el-Yazdi, the stfi 
saint ‘Ubaidu’l-lah el-Ahrar, Jalafu’d-din Dawwani and many others well- 
known in the realm of knowledge 


There are some interesting letters which passed between Muhammad 
Shih Bahmant and the great Sultan, Muhammad II, Conqueror of Constantt- 
nople, where the Bahmani ruler expressed his sense of respect for the Ottoman 
Sultan and an attempt was made to build a lasting relationship between the 
two States 6 We also find letters addressed to the Sultans of Gilan {the 
natal country of Mahmiid Gawan), ‘Iraq and Egypt, as well as to the ruler 
and ministers of Guyarat, Jaunptir and Malwa = There 15 not a letter wntten 
either on behalf of the Bahman: Sultan or on his own behalf in which the 
greatness, might or learning of the Deccan ts not extolled 
Tilangana, Ortssa and Khandesh 

It was about 879/1474-5 that news came from the eastern regions that the 
officials of Kondaviduhad been treating the people badly The peoplehad revolted 
and put the Governor to death They had also invited Hamvir Rai, one of the 
Oriya chiefs, to put himself at the head of the rebels Hamvirinvited Purusho 2m 


164 No date has been given to Mahmtd Gawan’s reforms in our chronicles, but there is 
Inttle doubt that they were imitiated about this time, as (1) the extensron of the Kingdom 
was now complete , (11) this was the only tume for a respite both for the King and his 
minister , (ius} it was the period when the discontented party intensified their propaganda 
Reforms in Fer, 1,356 The power of the Governors and J agirdars was greatly cur bed 
and this led to discontent The measurement of land and the assessment of revenue 
by Mahmid Gawan preceded Raji Todac Mal's revenue assessment by nearly a century 

165 Riyaz, wxxvin, 153, Ixiv, 227 


166 Letters to Muhammad the Conqueror, ibid, s1, 201 , exis, 341 , exhiy. 391 
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of Orissa for help and a treaty of allhance was signed Thuis treaty was made the 
focus of a great confederacy of the chiefs of the region who crossed the Bahmani 
border witha large army heading towards Rajahmundr: On Mahmiid Gawan’s 
suggestion the Suljan lumself commanded the Bahmani forces He came face 
to face with Purushottam on the binks of the Godavan Ray ihmundn was 
besieged by the Sulfiin and the garrison was put to such straits that the 
Commander ]1d down his arms Purushottam also seems to have submitted 167 


Jn 882/1477-8, however, there was another clish between the Bahmani 
and the Orissa forces It appears that an Onya officer of the Sultan, Bhimaraya 
revolted, occupred Kondapalli and tnvited Purushottamto imvade Bhamani 
termtory The Sultan marched right mto the heart of Orissa and forced 
Purushottam to pty homage and send costly gifts to him, in return for which 
Purushottam was confirmed as the mghtful ruler of his patrimony '*? On his 
return to the headquarters the Sultfn assumed the honorific title of Ghazi or 
Warrior at the instance of Mahmitd Gawan, and it was after staying at 
Rajahmundr for two years that he returned to the capital 


But that was not all In 885/1480-1 the army stationed at Kondavidu 
mutinied and made common cause with the population which put itself under 
the protection of Sajuva Narasimh?, the virtual ruler of Vyayanagir The 
Sultan had to besiege Kondavidu in person, and itwas when the garrison 
lad down its arms and petitioned the King for being forgiven that the siege was 
rassed The garrison wis pardoned and the fortress handed over to Nizamu’l- 
Mulk, while Sdluva Narisimhi had to retire to the south-east '6 


It was about this time thit ‘Adil Khan II of Khandesh paid a visit to 
Muhammidabad-Bidar He had become a virtual vassal of the Bahmini 
Sultan, for we find that Muhammad Shah Bahmani’s name ws mentioned in 
Friday prayers in his kingdom and Bahmani coins were possibly current there, 
the two perquisites of sovereignty in a medieval kingdom In spite of this 
subservience ‘Adil was received right royally at the Bahmani cipital and no 
stone wis left unturned to make his stay there pleasant 176 
The march to Kanchi 


The Kondavidu revolts were mirkedin a particular way by the help 
Sa}juva Narasimha had given to the rebels, and now Muhammad wanted to give 


167 Fer, 1, 353 Onssa and Opya shonld not be confused, for while Orissa was a State 
governed by the Gajapatis with its capital at Jaynagar, Osiya was the name given to 
the population inhabiting the region between Onssa and Tilang proper The presence 
of Sajuva Narasimha in the engagement is not clear See Further Sources, I, 135 6 

168 fer, I, 354 The population in the region between Orissa and the Bahmani Kingdom 
were called Onyas luke ther kinsmen in Orissa 

169 This expedition looks very much lke the last one, but the date as well as the actors 
aie diffefent The account is based on Burhan, 125, while Fenshta ignores it See 
Lirther Sources, 1, 137 

WW See Burhan, 124 ‘Adu WW, ruler of Khandesh, 1457 1501 { Currency of Bahmans 

coins in Kbandésh is contraverted Ed ] 
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the virtuil ruler of Vyayanagar a lesson He marched with a selected army 
into Vijayanagar terntory ght up to the great fort of Nellore He was 
accompinied by Mahmild Gawan as well as by the Crown Prince Mahmtd, 
both of whom he left at Nellore After a forced march of a day and a half he 
reached Kanchi on 11-1-886/12-3-1481 The stronghold was reduced and 
plundered, and as this was the southern-most point revched by the Bahmants 
the event was mide known to all parts of the realm !7! 


Conspiracy agamst Mahmud Gavan and hus end 

As has been mentioned above, the party opposed to the Khwaja, disliked 
the administrative reforms promulgated by him and had all along been 
poisoning the King’s ears against him Their leader Nizamu’l-Mulk was by 
no means pleased by his appointment to the governorship of the province 
centered at Rajahmundn, which appeared to him only a truncated Tilangana 
While the Khwaja was away at Nellore, Zarifu’l-Mulk Dakhniand Miftah 
Habashi hatched a plot at Kondapalli They had as their dupe the Khwayja’s 
secretary, who was loaded with heavy bribes One evening when he was 
dead drunk he was shown a folded paper purporting to be a petition for the 
reprieve of an innocent friend and asked him to affix the Khvw 4a’s seal on it 
The plotters had achteved their objective now, and forged a letter from the 
Khwaja to Purushottam of Orissa inviting him to invade the Kingdom !72 


On the Sujtdn’s return to Kondapalli from the south the conspirators 
showed the forged letter to hm He was full of indignation and he made up 
his mind to put an end to the Khwayja’s life He did not lose trme to summon the 
Khwaja The Khwaya’s friends tried to dissuade him from going to the royal 
presence, but he insisted on doing so When he was face to face with the 
Sultan he was shown the document and the seal, to which he retorted that the 
seal was no doubt his but he knew absolutely nothing about the document and 
was utterly innocent of its wording The King thereupon retired to his private 
room and signalled to his slave Jauhar to accomplish the deed The old man 
of 73 was beheaded on 5 2-886/15 4-148] 173 


171 See Venkataramanayya “ Muhammad Shah Lashkary's Expedition against Kanchi” 
Rangaswamt At) angar Commemoration Volume, 1940, pp 307 ff 

172, Munt , III, 107, ff , Fer 1, 357, Haft Iqhim, 60, Munt , WH, 110 has the actual words 
of the forged document 

173° For the last minutes of the Khwaya's hfe see Fer 11,358 Burhan, 129 says that an 
astrologer had predicted dire consequences if he went to the Palace that day On 


the whole both agree to the details of the approach of the end See Sherwant, Mahma@d 
Gavan, pp 169 72 


But Sakbawt has a different story to tell in his cyclopaedic work, Zau'u'l lami 
X, 144 He says that the Khwaja, who had been a fnend and a preceptor of the King 
from his childhood was always admonishing him to be thrifty and not to squander 
money The Sultan was away in Vyayanagar terntory for many days dunng which the 
Kbwayas enemies contrived to disfigure his character im the mind of Suljin They 
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D The last year of the Sultan’s life 


Whether it was a mere comnetdence or the result of remorse, the Sultan 
died exactly one lunar year after the Khwaja’s murder, 1 e , on 5-2-887/12-3-1482 
at the early age of twenty nine lunar years !74 


The Khwaja wis popular in nearly all sections of the population, and 
in order to justify his murder the Suilfan issued a lengthy farman' At 
the same time niiny of the late leader's friends such as Satid Khan Gilani were 
executed The Sultan called Mahmtid’s personal treasurer Nizaimu’d-din 
Ahmad and wanted him to hand over an inventory of his property. 
On his knees, the treasurer rephed that the Khwaja had two distinct 
treasuries, the royal treasury and the “‘ Treasury of the Poor” It was the 
latter which ws the Khwayja’s personal property, and tt contarned only 300 
silver Jaris, which accounted for the profits accrued out of the investment of 
40,000 laris which he had brought with him from Iran It was out of the 
accruing profits that he spen@ 12 i8ris per day on his person 


On further enquiry it was found thitthere was not a copper coin belong- 
ing to the Khwaja in his house at Bidar The Sultan was stricken with remorse 
at the foul deed he had committed and sent the dead man’s coffin to Bidar with 
great ceremony !76 


The signs of the coming storm were scon manifest The whole atmos- 
phere was full of egotism, intrigue and disorder, with a remorseful King unable 
to take iny decision News was brought to Kondpath that Fathu’l-lah 
‘Imadu’l-Mulk and Khudawand Khan Habashi, commanders of the armies 
of Berar and Mahtirrespectively, had moved to about four miles from the royal 
camp and sent messages to the King that when a person of the Kbhwaji’s 
eminence could be treacherously removed they were afraid of a simular fate 
When Ytisuf ‘Adil Khan arnved at Kondapath he also encamped with ‘Imadu’l 
Mulk and Khudawand Khan On their demind Yasuf was made tarafdar 
of Byapur while the other two were confirmed in their own provinces On 
the other hand Nizamu’l-Mulk was made Prime Munster, while his friends, 
Qiwamu'l-\fulk the elder and the younger, were made Governors of Rayah- 
mundr and Warangal respectively 





made Mahmud believe that the Sultan wanted him to be ready for an attach by the 
Vyayanagar army, and when the Khwaja was equipping the royal army for the attack 
they sent word to the Sultan that what the Khw4j4 was doing was to equip it against 
the Sutyan himself when he returns When the Suljan came back he ordered the 
beheading of the Khwaja 
Sakbiwi says that st was ths report which reached Mecea while he was there 

There may be some truth in the story but we must face the story as it occurs in the local 
Chronicles Fertshta and Burhan At the same tume we must remember that Sakbawt 
4S a Contemporary writer 

174 The date in Burhan 134 

17S Full farman ibid 130-32 

176 Fer, 1, 360 
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On arrival at the Crpital the Sultan dreamed that the late Khwaja’s 
mother was begging the Apostle of Islim to punish the Sultan for the murder 
ofherson The Sultan woke up in a terrific state and knew that his days were 
numbered As has been mentioned above, he died exactly one lunar year 
after the Khwayja’s execution !77 


XII 
Disintegration 
SHIHABU’D-DIN MAHMUD 
(26-3-1482—27-12-1518) 
I. Political Aspects 
Groupings at Bidar 
The long reign of Shihabu’d-din Mahmtid, whom his father Muhammad 

Shah had nommated as heir to the throne, was marked by the disintegration 
of the Kingdom !78 The very coronation was symptomatic of the comung 
storm and it was noted that Yusuf ‘Adil Khan, Fathu’l-lah ‘Imadu’l-Mulk 
and other high dignitaries were not present They were of such a stature that 
the new Prime Minister, Malik Hasan Nizamu’l-Mulk had to order that when 
they arrived the whole ceremony shouldbe re-enacted It may be noted, however, 
that old party alignments were giving place to groups based on opportunities 
for personal aggrandisement, for we find Qasim Barid the Turk siding with 
the Dakhni element tn his bid for power. 


YUsuf ‘Adil, who hid been sent against Sajuva Narasimha in the last 
reign, hurried to Bidar on hearmg of Muhammad’s death On reaching 
Bidar he proceeded to pay homage to the new King accompanied by two hun- 
dred fully armed bodyguird He was met outside the crtadel by Malik Na’ib 
Nizamu’'l-Mulk, and the strange cavalcade marched to the Takht Mahal with 
both Mahk Na’tb and Yusuf ‘Adi leading it Thanks to the sagacity of the 
two leaders the explosive situation gave place to outward conciliation and the 
two leaders were seen arm in arm while returning from the royal audtence 
The next day Nizamu’l-Mulk called on Yitsuf ‘Adil and requested him and 
Fathu'l-lah ‘Imadu’l-Mulk to come over to the city from their camp outside 
But Yusuf replied that as he was essentially 2 soldier he would much rather not 
interfere in matters of State The boy King now passed an order that he would 
review the Provinciil levies, and while he was reviewing the forces accompanying 
Yfisuf ‘Adil and ‘Imadu’l-Mulk he was made to show his displeasure at the 
Turkish entourage of the two leaders and ordered a massacre of the Turkish 
population of the city Yusuf ‘Adil now fully realised that Bidar was not a 
place for him and left for Byapur immediately 179 
177) Burhan 135 Fer ,1, 364-5 


178 The title Stuhabu d din in Tab, 430 , full name occurs in the inscription in Syedu's 


Sadat Spring at Bidar for which see FIM. 1 the title does not 
occur in the legend on his coins » 1925 6,p 18 Cunously 


179 The turmoit at Bidar , Fer, I, 363, 364, Burhan, 135 
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The King, being a boy of 12, the matters of State were now passed on 
to a triumvirate after the fashion of the triumvirate formed on Humaytin’s 
death WNuzimu’l-Mulk became Malhk Na’sb, ‘Imaidw’l-Mulk Wazir and Amir 
Jumla and the Queen-Mother President of the Council.!8° The new council 
appointed Qasim Barid the Kotwal of the capital, while “Imadu'l-Muik’s son 
‘Alau’d-din was allowed to deputtse for his father in the governorate of Berar. 


This arrangement went on fairly well for four years, but when the King 
attained the age of eighteen he began to lend his ears to unscrupulous persons, 
and actually to plot against the male members of the triumvirate ‘ Imadu’l- 
Mulk was alerted and quietly left Bidar for his governorship of Berar never 
to come back and take part in the politics of the capital. 


‘Imadu’l-Mulk was perhaps wise as the political atmosphere at the 
capital was changing fast In 891/1486 ‘Adit Khan Dakhni, governor of 
Warangal, died, at which Qiwamu'l-Mulk the younger, governor of Rayahmun- 
dr, marched to Warangal and took over 1ts governorship in addition to his own 
charge, without Nizamu’l-Mulk’s consent. Nuizimu’l-Mulk now marched 
against him and forced him to vacate Warangal. In his absence all kinds of 
stories were dinned into the Kinp’s ears inculpating Mahk Na’1ib There was 
a riftin Malik Na‘ib’s group, and Qasim Barid and the Habashi leader Dasttir 
Dinar succeeded in getting a royal farman that Nizamu’l-Mulk be done to death. 
His bosom friend, Dilpasand Khin played false with him, strangled him while 
he was his guest, cut off his head and presented it on a salver to the King.!8! 


All this could not but react on the mind of the Dakhnis whose leader 
Nizamu’l-Mulk was, especially when factional politics were rampant The 
agerieved Dakhnis again alhed with the Habashis and conspired to put an end 
to the Sultan’s kfe It was on 21-11-892/8-11-1487 that the nff-raff of the 
capital managed to enter the Fort and went straight to the Palace where the 
Sultan was engaged in drinking bouts attended by his Afaqi favourites. The 
royal bodyguards could not hold their own and were done to death. News of 
the event spread like wild-fire and the loyalist group had to scale rope-ladders as 
the front gates of the Fort had been locked from inside Fighting both in the Fort 
and the City went on the whole night, and to add fuelto the fire the King now 
ordered a general massacre of the Dakhni element in the city. It was only on the 
third day that the massacre ceased at the intercession of Habibu'l-lah '22 


Rise of Qasim Bartd and Malik Ahmad Nizam l-Mulk 
In this chaotic condition at the capital, two leaders, Qasim Barid and 
Malik Hasan Nizamu’l-Mulk’s son Ahmad threw their dice successfully. 


180 Fer, I, 364 
18} Burhan, 135 ; Fer ,1, 364-5 The nemesis had arnved, and the man who had caused 
Mahmtid Gawan’s murder had reached his own doom 


182 Munt, II, 120-22, Fer ,1,366 Excessive reyoicings and the resulting looseness of morals, 
Burhan, 143 
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Bahadur again sent a petition that if a firman be issued with Qasim 
Barid’s counter-signature that his life would be spared he would come and pay 
homage tothe Sultan On this the King said that he should first of all surrender 
all the proceeds of piracy to the Sultan of Gujarat This he dechned to do 
The Sultan now commissioned Qutb’l-Mulk to put down Bahadur once for all 
The battle was joined on 5-2-900/5-11-1494, and resulted in the victory of the 
Bahmani army and the death of Bahadur 


A persistent opponent had thus been accounted for, one who had 
humbled the King of Gujarat, attempted to humble his own King and set up 
an autonomous principality of his own 9° The Sult&n was overjoyed at the 
outcome He distributed Bahadur’s jagirs among the officers who had helped 
him, and himself proceeded to Byapur and thence to Bidar 


Further Challenges to Royal Authority 

Bahadur’s end did not spell the end of challenges to royal authority, 
like that of Malik Ashraf who tried to have the khutbah reid at Daulatabad 
i the name of Mahmid Bégada of Guyarat, and of Dasttir Dinar, who allied 
himself with Nizamu’l-Mulk and “ expelled royal officials from many localities ” 
It was easy enough to eliminate Ashraf, but it required a regular campaign on 
the part of the Sultan and Ytisuf ‘Adil Khan to put an end to Dinar’s pretenstons 
Dinar was, however, confirmed to the fiefs of Gulbarga and Aland ' 


The help which Yusuf ‘Adil Khan was giving to the Sultan Jed to the 
betroth il of Crown Prince Ahmad, aged 4, and Bibi Sitt: daughter of Ytsuf 
aged 3, but, naturally the question of sending away the little girl was postponed 
for some more years The auspicious occasion was, however, marred by Ytsuf 
“Adil’s demand for the possession of Gulbarga, Gangawati and Kalyani with 

- ee 
the alleged necessity of having his territory contiguous to the territory which 
Was immediately under his royal kinsman 


Outhu'l-Mulk 


As has already been noticed, Sultan-Quli had been given the title of 
Qutbu I-Mulk on the death of Qutbu’l-Mulk Dakhni Greatly impressed by 
his abilities, the Sultan granted him the rank and title of Amuru’l-Umara and 
the fort of Golkonda was added to hus extensive jagir To placate Qasim Barid 
the Sultan added Ausa and Qandhir to his jJagir But the King was suspicious 
of the Prime Minister and he invited Qutbu’l-Mulk and Yiasuf ‘Adil to give 
Qasim a blow The two thereupon went and besteged Ausa, but there was 
a stalemate as a large contingent defected and changed stdes Qasim paid 
homge to the Sultan and the two returned to their respective charges '9” 


ee a 
190 See Burhan 150 ff, Fer [ 
to the episode as it 11] 
forces and the auth 
191 For the two attemp 
192. Burhan, 158 


» 369, 370, I, 8, Tab 434 Some prominence has beer given 
ustrates two rather contradictory movements, the drsintegrating 
ority which was still wielded by the Sultin 


ts see Fer, 11, 99, Burhan, 148, Fer, I, 371 
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The East Coast and Vya)anagar 


The ambitions of the seasoned minister of Vyayanagar, Saijuva Nara- 
simha were too great to allow the mghtful Raya to remain on the throne 
Taking advantage of the cataclysms in the capital he set aside the scions of the 
old Sangama dynasty and himself ascended the throne in 1485193) It was 
perhaps easy for Muhammad III to advance to Kanchi, but now the Bahmani 
Kingdom was not equal to face the vigorous Narasimha who ordered the tnva- 
sion of the Bahmaniterntory Ishwara Nayak and his son Narasa Nayak 
marched against the Bahmant military camp at Kanduktir and completely 
routed it The Vyayanagar army made inro1ds into the Gajapat1 dommnions 
but met no opposition from the Bahmant army on the way '%4 = The result 
of this onslaught could not hive been lasting as we find Purushottam of Orissa 
overrunning the Godavan-Krshna doab as far north as Kandukar !% 


But things changed with the appointment of Qutbu’l-Mulk as the 
Governor of Tilangana in 901/1495-6, and he was able to get effective control 
over Warangal, Rajakhonda, Dtwarkonda and Kovilkonda In 1504 a local 
chief, Sitapati of Khammamgét, alias Shitab Khan, captured Warangal and 
allied himself with Ramachandra, now the Rajya of Orissa Qutbu’l-Mulk 
marched on Warangal and forced the Raji of Orissa to demarcate the 
frontier miking the Godavari: the interstatal border '96 In the south 
there was a considerable flux in the fate of the Raichir doab, that tract some- 
times coming under the sway of Yfisuf ‘Adil, at other time passing on to the 
Raya of Vyavanagar In the Bahmint Kingdom there was a lull among the 
great fief-holders about the beginning of 909/1503 The Sulttn took advantage 
of this and himself undertook the expedition to Raichtir with a large army with 
Qutby’l-Mulk as secondincommand It ~ppears that this strategy was enough 
to intimidate the southern empire which forthwith pud the arrears of tnbute 
while the Doab was returned ta YOsuf ‘Adel !97 


Things were taking a qutct shipe at Viyayanagar tll the accession of 
Krishnadévardya in 1509 The new Raya struck in all directions and in a 
brilliant camprign forced Yitsuf ‘Adil’s son Isma‘il to evacuate Raichur and 
Mudgal The east coast towns had passed into the hands of the Gayrpatis 
Who had ousted the Bahmanis from there, and now st was they who had to be 
turned out Krishnadévaraya captured Uday .giri in 1514and Kondavidu in 
1515, and this was followed by the wholesale capture not merely of Vinukonda 





193 For Narasimha’s usurpation, see Further Sources, 1 138-42 

194 See Sources, 9, 88, 106 

195 Banerp, op ei, 315.16, Further Sources 3, 147-48 

196 For the identity of Shitab Khan see Sherwants article, JPHS, October, 1957, p 220 ff 


197 This episode is based mainly on Burhan, 1578 Sewell and Anyangar, op cit, place 
this expedition in 1492 
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and Rayahmundri but even of Nalgonda and Khammamét, thus cutting off 
both Orissa and the Bahmants from the east coast 198 


The Struggle for Power at Bidar 


The weakness of the Sultan and the power of the tarafdars of distant 
provinces naturally led to a struggle for power m which Qasim Barid was the 
main target In 909/1503-4 Qasim seems to have been replaced by Khan-1 
Jahan, but he soon contrived to have hrm done to death This enraged Yilsuf 
‘Adil, Qutbu’l-Mulk and Dastitr Dinar who marched on the Capital in order 
to extricate the Sultan from Qasim’s clutches, but they found that he had 
brought Mahmtid to fight against his friends! The tarafdars were victorious 


but, instead of following up their victory they paid homage to Mahmid and 
returned home 


The next two years witnessed a further fluidity of pov er and authority 
During the later part of 909/1504, while the Sultan was sojourning at Tandur, 
Qasim picked up a quarrel with YUsuf ‘Adil’s men, and in the fray some of 
the leaders of Qasim’s party were killed Qasim left Tandti in a rage and 
proceeded to Bidar On the Sultan’s return the farce was re-enacted, for 
Qasim paid homage to the Sultan and was agam confirmed as Prime Minister 
responsible for the Capital and its environs 


Qasim died in 910/1504-5, and with him disappeared what was left of 
the authority of the Sultén Hts successor, Amir ‘Ali Barid, was not able 
to hold his own against the powerful tarafdars, and the person of the Sultan 
began to stick into the quagmire of group politics A whole era seemed to be 
conung to a close, for withm a few years died Fathu’l-lah ‘Imadu'l Mulh 
at Elichptr, Yusuf ‘Adil Khan at Byapur and Ahmad Nizamu'l-Mulk at 


Ahmadnagar 499 They were succeeded by their sons, ‘Alau’d-din, Isma‘!l 
‘Adil, and Burhan respectively 


The succession of Amir ‘Afi Barid was not to the liking of the tirafdars, 
and during the last few years of the Sultan's hfe there were parries and counter- 
Parries leading sometimes to actual fighting and even to the stege of the capital 
It was in the midst of this turmoil that Mahmid breathed his last on 2412-924 
27-12-1518 200 


Independence af Governors 


If we look back upon more than thirty-six years of Mahmfid’s reign we 
would find a definite dow onward trend inthe authority of the central government 


198 Banem, op cit, 157, Sources, 114 


199 For the dates of the death of these tarafdars see Fer ¥1,373( Imadu'l Mulhk,916/1510-1 1). 
H1, 12, (Yasuf ‘Adit, 916/1510-11), HL, 100 (Abmad Nigimu! Mulk, 914/1508 9), 
Qasim Bartd died 5910/1504 5, Fer, Il, 176 

200 There 1s some difference in the number of years of the rule of the Suljin, but the date 
of his death 15 definite, for which see Burhan, 166 
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The old party alignments had given place to a race for autonomy by the 
tarafdars and their mutual recriminations, leading even to fighting, were based 
on pure selfishness Qasim Barid and his successor ‘Ali Barid were no match 
for capable tarafdirs like Ytisuf ‘Adil Khan, Ahmad Nizgamu’l-Mulk and 
Fathu’l-lah ‘Imadu’l-Mulk. It must, however, be remembered that the glitter 
ofthe name of the Bahmanis still worked, and inspite of the statement 
of some of our chroniclers that Ahmad Nizamu’l-Mulk “ declared his inde- 
pendence ” and was followed by others, this 1s not vouchsafed by facts, and 
there 1s no doubt that while these tarafdars became virtually autonomous 
within their charges they continued to help Mahmfid in money matter, and 
to pay homage to hrm 20! 


I, Some Cultural and Admiunistratwe aspects 


Coming of the Portuguese 

Perhaps even more tmportant in the long run than the mse and fall of 
dynasties was the appearance of the Europeans on the Western Coast of the 
Bahmani Empire It 1s possible that there were nondescript adventurers 
present bothin the Bahmani and Vyayanagar armies, but now they arrive 
not to serve but to conquer, convert to their faith and govern The earliest 
Europeans of this category were the Portuguese, the first among them, Vasco 
da Gama, rounded the Cape of Good Hope reaching Calicut on 20 May 1498 


One of the motives of this adv enture must have been trade and commerce, 
but the success of Christian powers in exterminating the Muslims from Spain 
and the setting up of the :inquisitions in the Iberian Peninsula must have given 
an Impetus to the Portuguese to propagate the Faith in the East as well The 
turmoil in the Bahmani Kingdom must have made the Portuguese think 1n 
terms of founding a political empire based on religion in south India 7°? 


This one fact had a great ampact not only on the culture of the South but of 
‘he “Wide Ui "orb 


For some time the Portuguese steered clear of the Bilmani ports and 
contented themselves with founding factories in the territories of the Zamorin 
of Calicut and the Rajya of Cochin These factortes were soon turned into 
fortresses and centres of foreign domination In 1505 D’Almeida was made the 
pohtical head of the Portuguese dominions in the East There was a setback 
in their onward march when the united fleet of Egypt and Gujarat defeated the 
Portuguese in a battle off the Bahmant port of Chaul, but the Portuguese 


20! The whole question of the so-called * Independence of Governors " has been discussed 
by Sherwan: “Independence of Bahmant Governors,” JHC, 1944, p 256 ff, IHC, 
1945, p 159 ff, with full references to Munt, IIl, 124, 129, Fer, 1, 373, 1, 97, Burhan, 
143, 144, 158, 159, 190, 204, Byapur Inseriptions, etc 

For an epitomused account of the religious influence at work in the attempted Portuguese 
conquest of India, see E M Pope Indiain Portuguese Literature, p 30 ff 
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regained lost ground when they defeated the Egyptian fleet off Diuin February, 
1509 203 


D'Almeida was succeeded by Afonso d’Albuquerque as Governor- 
General, and hus first act was to take possession of Goa which was to remain 
the capital of Portuguese India for more than four centuries It ts one of 
the trontes of circumstances that on February 28, 1510, when the garrison was 
away at Byapur to pay homage to Isma‘i!l ‘Adil Khan on his accession to the 
masnad, d’Albuquerque attacked and captured the great port. Goa changed 
hands in May but tt was besieged again by the Portuguese on November 10, 
and when they failed to reduce it by force they opened their purse-strings to 
the corrupt thaned@r and occupied the town again on November 20 This 
was followed by the massacre of thousands of inhabitants, Muslims and others, 


the setting up of the inquisition and miss conversion of the people to Roman 
Catholicism 204 


The conquest of Goa introduced an entirely new clement tn the politics 
of the country, and the devious method of playing one state agunst another 
Was Started by them which was followed by other European colonists later 
This policy was initiated by Albuquerque who entered into a treaty with 
Byapur under which Goa was ceded to the Portuguese in perpetuity while at 
the same time they were allowed to import horses mto Vijayanagar territory 
which were obviously to be used aginst Byapur 295 


Sha‘tsn7 


The influx of the Persians into the Deccan and their influence over the 
life at the Court led the way to the spread of the Sht‘ite doctrine in the Kingdom 
The tendencies of Firoz in particulir pointed in the same direction, and the 
influence of Mahmud Gawain, who was tn all probability a Shi‘ah, was bound 
to have been immense His murder must have fanned the progress of Shi‘ism 
in the Deccan and Yasuf ‘Adil Khan, who had been a close associate of Mahmild 
Gawain, declared Shitism as his faith in June 1503 Sultan Mahmtd, though 
he remained a Sunni, believed 1n the priority of the fourth Caliph over the three 
Caliphs who had preceded him = Yflsuf ‘Adil's declaration, however, touched 
Mahmtd to the quick, and at Amir Barld’s instance he sent summons to 
Qutou’l-Mulk and ‘Imadu'l-Mulk to be present at the Court and ordered 
Ytsuf ‘Adil to put a Stop to the innovation Y@suf proceeded to Berar 
to seeh advice from ‘Imadu’l-Mulk, but was pursued there by the Sultan 
himself. When the King had entered Berar, royal etiquette demanded that 
‘Imadu'l-Mulk should pay homage to him and not fight, and YOsuf ‘Adil 


————_ 
203 Commissariat, op cu, I, 24§ 
204 Commussariat, op cit 


+1, 245 Bribery, Fer, II, 14 
203 Fer, Il, 14 
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was bluntly told to go back to Byfptir2°° It was the embassy of the great 
Shi‘ah monarch of Iran, Shah Isma‘il Safawi,’°? to Byapur and his address- 
ing Isma‘il ‘Adil Khan as “Shah” which confirmed Shi‘ism as the state religion 
of Byapur Isma‘il ‘Adil now ordered that his “Mughal” or Afaqi soldiers 
should have the twelve-peaked (Shi‘ah) cip as a part of their uniform 


Military Reform 

It is fortunate that we have a description of the equipment of the military 
forces in general left for us by the Portuguese traveller, Duarte Barbosa who 
was in India and the Exst between 1500 and 1517 Hesays ‘* The Moorish 
(Muslim) noblemen in general take with them tents when they travel or 
when they take the field They ride on high-pommelled saddles, and make 
much use of zojares (whips) They fight tied to their saddles with long light 
lances They wear short coats pidded with cotton, and many of them 
kilts of mail while the:r horses are well-cipirisoned with steel head pieces 
They carry mices and battle axes and two swords, and two or three Turkish 
bows hanging from the saddle with long arrows When they go forth they 
take their wives with them The gentios (Hindus) of this Daquem (Deccan) 
kingdom are black and well-built, the larger part of them fight on foot, but some 
on horseback ‘The foot soldiers carry swords, daggers, bows and arrows 
They are good archers and their bows are long like those of England They 


go bare from waist up but areclid below They wearsmallturbins on their 
heads” 208 


As has been noted above the generals ind sitlishkars commanding 
the forces were given large yagirs for the upkeep of the units under their 
command, and it was partly the policy of Mahmiid Gawan to bring the 
Jagirdars to account which brought about his fall Another interesting attempt 
was made about 901/1496 to reform the army At the instance of Qasim 
Barid it was decreed that all mansabdars holding mansabs ranging from 20 to 
500 tankas, should enlist in the Royal Body guard, and would henceforth be 
called Sarhard@ or Hawaladars This reform was more or less of the same 
type as that attempted by Mahmiid Gawan nevrly thirty years previously, with 
the obvious difference that while the Khwaja was bold’enough to rope in even 


the biggest jagirdar, Qasim applied the new decree only to the smaller mansab- 
dars 209 


i ee 
206 Fer, ¥, 372, 377, Burhan, 160 
207 Ismail Safawi, Shah of Iran, 1511 23 


208 The book of Duarte Barbosa Introduction Lut 
209 Fer, I, 371 
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XIII 
The Last Stage 
27-12-1518—1538 


AHMAD IV, 27-12-1518 — 15-12-1520 
“ALAU’D-DIN SHAH, 28-12-1520-—5-3-1523 
WALIyu’L-LAH, 5-3-1523—1526 
KALIMU’L-LAH, 1526—1538 


Position of the Bahmant Sultan 


The story of the last four titular Sultans 1s easy to tell because hardly 
any forergn relations were maintained by the truncated Kingdom Theoreti- 
cally Byapur, Ahmadnagar, Berar and Tilang were all part of the Kingdom 
and the tarafdars not only continued to pay verbal homage to the reigning 
Sultan but at times helped him with varying tribute and extricated him from 
the clutches of his enemies and even his virtual warders, the Baridis Still 
their actual sway diminished further and further till theie rule extended practi- 
cally to the four walls of the palace where they were confined 


Perhaps more than other tarafdars, Isma‘tl ‘Adil had to face difficulties 
on the southern frontier The Portuguese were safely in the saddle at Goa, 
and a new force, in the person of Krishnadévaraya had appeared at Viyayanagar 
In the east, Sultan-Quli Qutbu I-Mulk seems to have got the better of the Raya 


as we find him endowing certain villages near Kondapalli for charitable pur 
poses in 1524 210 


The picture mn the time of Shihabu'd-din Mahmtid shows us a Sultan 
with practically no Power of his own and playing more and more into the hands 
of his provincial governors With his death his successors receded to the 
background still further and were held fast in the clutches of the Baridis till 
they finally disappeared from the scene 


Ahmad IV 


Amir Barid was strong enough toset aside Mahmtid's son Ahmad 
but he was afraid of the powerful tarafdars and preferred to hold the guiding line 
for the puppet Sultan He saw that Ahmad was confined to the Palace where 
he was provided a life of luxury and even debauchery and had no time for 
affairs of State But the pocket-money allowed by Amir Barid did not suffice 
and Ahmad was forced to break-up the ancient crown of the Bahmanisand sell 
the proceeds He sent a message to Isma‘tl ‘Adil of Byapur complaining to 
him of the harsh treatment meted out by Amir Barid at which Isma’il sent 
him costly presents But before they could reach him he breathed his last 2!" 


—— 
210 Sewell and Alyangar, op cit » 244 


211 Aunt, WIE, 132, Fer, 1,374 It may be noted that Burhan 1s silent regarding Mabmtd’s 
Successors altogether 
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Ahmad’s son ‘Aldu’d-din was not crowned immednately on his father’s 
death, for Amir Barid was pondering whether he should not put the crown on 
his own head = But courage failed him and ‘Aldu’d-din was proclaimed king 
on 17-1-927/28-12-1520 “Alau’d-din fully realised how both his father and 
his grandfather had indulged in wine and women and he made up his mind 
to remain sober and take part in affairs of State He therefore begged Amir 
Barid either to free him from the shachles of secret service men or allow him 
to proceed to Mecca When Amir Barid removed the inhibitions imposed on 
‘Alau’d-din he began to conspire against the Prime Minister The secret was 
out and while his partisans were tortured he was dethroned on 17-4-929/ 
5-3-1523 2!2 


Waltyu'l-iah 

Amir Barid now put Su]tan Mahmtd’s younger son Waliyu’l-lah on 
the tottering throne Waliyu’l-lah also tried to free himself from Amir Barid’s 
net drawn round him, with the result that he was imprisoned tn his own zenani. 
Amir Barid first marred Ahmad’s widow, Bibt1 Sitti, and being infatuated with 
Waltyu’l-lah’s wife who now appeared before him, he made love to her. The 
“ Sultan ” was in his turn potsoned after “ reigning ” for three years 213 


This 1s what was happening at Bidar. In other parts of the Deccan the 
Bahmant tradition continued and although the “ Throne ” could not exercise 
any influence over the outlying provinces and the defiance of its authority 
became more pronounced, the spirit of loyalty still remaimed 
Kalinu’l-lah 

The late “* King’s ” brother Kalimu’l-Jah was put on the shaking throne, 
but he was closely guarded by his warder, Amir Barid In the meantime north 
India had expertenced a revolution by the victory of Zahtru’d-din Muhammad 
Babur on the plain of Panipat on April 22, 1526 Practically all those who 
wielded power in the Deccan, the rulers of Byapiir, Ahmadnagar, Berar and 
Burhinptir sent their envoys to Babur offering congratulations to him The 
puppet Kalimu’l-lahalso wrote to him offeringhim Berar and Daulatabad which 
he no longer controlled The news, how ever, leaked out, and sensing danger 
Kalimu’l-lah fled to Byapur whence he betook to Ahmadnagar where he was 
received with great respect by Burhan who stood with folded arms before him 


But time led to coolness and he was never again called by Burhan 


In an 
open Court 214 





212 Fer, 1, 374 
213° CHI, Il, calculates the reigns differently, but there are ne:ther references nor footnotes 
and there are no means of verification 


214 Fer, 1, 376 
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We are told that Kalimu’l-Iah breathed his last while at Ahmadnagar 
and that his coffin was brought to Bidar to be interred there im a small, unpre- 
tentious tomb almost in the same line as the tombs of his glorious ancestors 2!5 


Kalimu’l-lah had a son Nhamu’l-lah, but he was fully aware that Bidar 
was not the place for him, and he preferred to proceed to Mecca never to return. 


215 The tombs of Waliyu'l lah and Kalimu'l-lah are puny and lowly with platform 
measuring just 27 feet square They are capped not with the conventional domes but 
with smail pyramids after the fashion of the pyramids which top certaim structures at 
Firszabid on the Bhima 

The date of Kalimu’l lah’s death and so the date of the passtng away of the House of 
the Bahmanis are not mentioned anywhere beyond the date of his flight to Ahmadnagar 
and subsequent demise Waltyu'l-lah’s coms are dated up to 930/1523-4 and 
the earliest coins of Kalimw’)-lah are similarly dated But they continueas faras950/1543- 
4, 951/1544-5 and 9$2/1545-6 There are instances elsewhere when coins were struck 
after a sovereign’s death But there are two inscriptions at Byapur, one referring 10 
the capture of Mudgal (1529 or 1530) by Isma‘] ‘Adu, and another dated 943/1536-7, 
in Which Isma‘il is without a royal title,and the same infenor title was continued by his 
successor Ibrahim for some time It therefore appears that while Kalimu'l-lah contynued 
to live lll 943/1536-7 he must have died before 944/1537-8 when an inscription at Byapur 
calls the ruler Ibrahim ‘Adil, by his title “Shah” for the first tame See Speight, op cit, 
plate XIX, Sherwam ‘“Bahmani Coms asa Source of Deccan History,” Pofder 


Commemoration Volume, at p 217; ‘Abdul WaliKhan, op. cit , 8, 162, 168; EEM, 1931-32 
p 20, n 2 
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